
The Wewahitchka city commission is going out for 
bid for a new contractor to complete its fi re station, 
after settling its suit with the former contractor and 
its surety company.

City Attorney Michelle Jordan said the case against 
Winterfell Construction Inc. and the holder of  its 
surety bond FAIRCO (Fair American Insurance and 
Reinsurance Company) was settled earlier this year, 
with the city receiving $850,000 from FAIRCO.

The surety will now collect that from Winterfell 
according to the terms of  a bankruptcy plan worked 
out in the courts ever since the contractor fi led for 
Chapter 11 in January 2023.

Jordan said she expects bids for a replacement 
contractor to be reviewed at the Wewa’s April meet-
ing. She said the city also received an extension 
from FEMA through 2025 to complete construction 
and expenditure of  the remaining approximately 
$600,000 of  FEMA funds. 

City Clerk Rachel Jackson said that following the 
damage wrought in 2018 by Hurricane Michael, 
FEMA awarded Wewa about $1.53 million to build 
the fi re house.

A lengthy court fi ght ensued after the city ter-

minated Winterfell as the project’s contractor in 
January 2022. Three months later Winterfell sued 
the city for breach of  contract, prompting a coun-
tersuit from Wewa. 

A complex legal battle, in both state and federal 
courts, then commenced between FAIRCO, Winter-
fell and the city, but following mediation and other 
decisions, the half-fi nished project is now back on 
track.

Jordan said she expects construction to be back 
underway by early summer.

A group of  physicians, headed 
by Port St. Joe resident Dr. Huy 
Nguyen, have recommended to 
Franklin County Commissioners 
a plan to convert the small critical 
access hospital in Apalachicola 
into the newly created Rural Emer-
gency Hospital (REH) designation, 
and to enter into talks to have them 
purchase Weems from the county.

Nguyen, an emergency room 
physician who worked during the 
pandemic at Ascension Sacred 
Heart on the Gulf, outlined the 
“transformation and sustainabil-
ity” proposal to commissioners 
March 19.

A former Navy doctor who served 
in Iraq in 2003, Nguyen is cur-
rently CEO of  Doctors Memorial 
Hospital in Bonifay, and CEO and 
managing partner of  North Wal-
ton Doctors Hospital in Defuniak 
Springs, which is set to become the 
fi rst Florida hospital to become 
a REH under newly introduced 
state and federal legislation. That 
REH is designed to subsidize the 
conversion of  small, struggling 
acute care hospitals into beefed-
up emergency rooms with limited 
inpatient services.

Nguyen’s group interested in 

obtaining Weems include James 
McLoughlin, MD, a spine sur-
geon with offi ces in Tallahassee 
and Panama City, and physician 
owner at North Walton; Andrew 
O’Connell, chief  fi nancial offi cer 
at North Walton; Gary Gargus, 
a healthcare architect; Bryan 
Cherry, a health care lobbyist; and 
Christopher Ryan, with Phillips, a 
maker and distributor of  health-
care devices.

North Walton “was an old hos-
pital in Defuniak, basically in a 
death spiral, losing money, losing 
providers, and then it got worse 
and worse,” Nguyen said. “Me and 
other doctors have brought it back 
(to where it is) the fi rst physician 
majority owned, managed and 
operated in this country in 15-plus 
years.”

He said the new ownership has 
reversed steep operating losses. 
“Critical to the turnaround is 
bringing in the latest technology,” 
Nguyen said. “They (patients) will 
see you when you’re using the best 
equipment.”

He outlined numbers for Weems 
that indicated steady net operating 
losses in the neighborhood of  $3.3 
million, which require an annual 
infusion of  about $3 million in ad 
valorem and health care tax rev-
enues in order for the hospital to 
stay afl oat. 

“With these kinds of  operating 
losses it’s the only way this hospital 
has been sustained,” Nguyen said. 

He said over the last two to three 
years, Doctors Memorial in Boni-
fay, also a critical access hospital, 
has under his leadership nearly 
doubled its revenue collection from 
$12.4 million to $21.4 million and 
been able to decrease its operating 
margin loss to 2.4 percent. “Any 3 
percent, on either side of  zero, is 
pretty much break even,” Nguyen 
said.

County Commissioner Anthony 
Croom cited data from a 2022 audit 
that indicated “serious concern 
about the deteriorating condition” 
of the Bonifay hospital, but Nguyen 
defended the trend of  the numbers.
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Saltair Farmers Market 
Saturday

The Port St. Joe 
Saltair Farmers Mar-
ket is this Saturday, 
April 6 from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. ET at George 
Core Park next to the 
Lighthouse. 

‘Lend Me A Tenor’ this 
weekend

T h e  P a n h a n d l e 
Players will present 
the comedy “Lend Me 
A Tenor” Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday 
evenings, April 4 to 
7 p.m. and Sunday 
afternoon, April 7 at 
the Chapman Theatre 
in Apalachicola. Eve-
ning shows at 7:30 p.m. 
matinee at 3 p.m. Tick-
ets $25 and available 
at panhandleplayers.
org

Carrabelle First Friday
D ow n t ow n  C a r-

rabelle businesses 
and Rio Carrabelle 
Art Gallery host the 
downtown First Fri-
day event April 5 from 
5 to 8 p.m.
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Wewahitchka settles fi rehouse litigation

Doctors group proposes to buy Weems
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The congregation for Easter Sunday’s sunrise service on the St. George Island beach numbered in the hundreds, as people gathered with blankets and chairs to take part in the 6:45 
a.m. service, organized and presented by the St. George Island United Methodist Church.
 DAVID ADLERSTEIN | THE TIMES 

Weems Medical Centers offer exceptional primary healthcare services. Our experienced and caring 
professionals serve patients in two convenient locations in Franklin County. Contact us today, 
and we can help connect you to a primary care provider who’s right for you.

Looking for a primary care provider?

APALACHICOLA
Weems Medical Center West
850-653-1525

CARRABELLE
Weems Medical Center East
850-697-2345

Bright morning starBright morning starBright morning starBright morning starBright morning starBright morning starBright morning star

Huy Nguyen, MD

The half-finished Wewahitchka fire station will soon have a new con-
tractor to complete the project.  DAVID ADLERSTEIN | THE STAR 
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Jack Husband, appointed to the Gulf  
County Board of  County Commissioners 
by Governor DeSantis on July 28, 2023, is 

seeking a full four-year term as county 
commissioner for District 2.

Florida law requires an appointed com-
missioner to fi ll the vacant seat until the 
next general election. The district runs 
roughly from the Beacon Hill area to the

western side of  Wewahitchka.
Husband, 43, of  336 Lister Drive in 

Wewahitchka, was appointed to replace 
County Commissioner Billy Traylor, 
who died shortly after being elected in 

After announcing in a March 
25 letter she would not seek 
re-election, Carrabelle Mayor 
Brenda La Paz stepped down 
from offi ce on Sunday.

In a letter to City Administrator 
Courtney Dempsey, La Paz said 
“the reasons for my resignation 
range from personal, health, fam-
ily, and fi nancial.

“I will not get into specifi cs as 
these matters are personal. These 
obligations will not allow me the 
time needed to perform my duties 
as mayor,” she wrote.

La Paz was fi rst elected to the 
mayor’s post in September 2015 
after a term serving on the city 
commission.

“Nearly every waking moment 
over the past 12-and-one-half  
years has been dedicated to per-
forming my duties as a public 

servant to the citizens of  the 
Carrabelle community,” La Paz 
wrote. “My daily work as a public 
servant has been much more than 
a fulltime job. Therefore, it is not 
possible for me to continue the 
level of  public service that I have 
provided over these many years.”

La Paz said she made the deci-
sion “after much prayer, com-
bined with long and thoughtful 
consideration with my husband. 
Without the unwavering support 
of  my dear husband, Greg, these 
many years of  public service 
would never have been possible.”

“I am proud and thankful the 
citizens have entrusted me with 
their leadership. It has been 
a true honor, privilege, and 
pleasure. Every day brought 
new educational opportunities 
and challenges,” La Paz wrote. 
“Sometimes the outcomes of  
fi nal decisions on the commis-
sion level were discouraging, 

but I would pick myself  up by 
the bootstraps and continue my 
work, always towards a positive 
future for Carrabelle.

“I am inspired about returning 
to life as a private citizen. This 
will now put closure to recent 
speculation and allow others who 
may be interested in this chal-
lenging public position to come 
forward,” she wrote. 

City Clerk Keisha Messer said 
last week that two individuals, 
Danyell Robison and Vance Ped-
rick, had declared their intention 
to run for mayor this fall. In ad-
dition, the at-large commission 
seats held by Sebrina Brown and 
Keith Walden will be on the ballot.

At the upcoming April 4 city 
commission meeting, the four 
commissioners could appoint 
someone by majority vote to fi ll 
the mayoral seat; or could appoint 
one of  their own four members 
to serve as Mayor-Commissioner 

until the Nov. 5 general election, 
in which case a commission seat 
would be vacant and appointment 
to that seat would be in order.

In addition, the city commis-
sion could request that interested 
members of  the public submit a 
letter of  Interest for the vacant 
seat which they may take action 
at a special scheduled meeting 
or at the May 2 city commission 
regular meeting. They also could 
appoint a member of  the public 
to fi ll the vacant seat without 
receiving letters of  interest.

“It’s going to be a lot better,” he said. “I’m 
happy to share raw data. If  I didn’t know 
how to turn around a distressed hospital 
I wouldn’t be here. Bonifay was truly in a 
death spiral.”

Nguyen told Croom he has “no doubt” the 
number of  jobs at a reconfi gured Weems 
would increase. “I don’t know the wage scale 
here but I know there’s been a loss of  staff,” 
he said. “We’ll have to readjust the wage 
scale upwards.”

Nguyen said transforming Weems from a 
critical access hospital to a REH would be 
wise for commissioners to pursue.

“This is your classic situation that this 
designation was designed to save. Right now 
you guys are effectively a kind of  a REH any-
way,” he said. “With two to four inpatients, 
you don’t have a robust inpatient now.

“With a REH, we will keep a patient over-
night on observational status, and 95 percent 

of  the patients are either discharged home 
or kept overnight in observational status,” 
Nguyen said. “The biggest advantage is doc-
tors can work there and be owners.”

He said reconfi guring the emergency room 
would cost anywhere from $3.6 million to $6.3 
million, much less than building a new hos-
pital, and could be completed over a period 
of  six to nine months of  construction.

Nguyen said his physician group would be 
willing to outfi t the new emergency room 
with state-of-the-art equipment.

“Gulf  County no longer has an MRI (mag-
netic resonance imaging),” he said. “You get 
an MRI and you’d be the only MRI between 
Tallahassee and Panama City. What if  you 
can make the argument you’re probably bet-
ter than Port St. Joe?”

Nguyen said he envisions bringing in cardi-
ology services and a complete corporate re-
branding. “If  you don’t bring in good doctors, 
you’re throwing a ton of  money after bad.”

While he did not discuss hard numbers 
as to what the price for Weems would be, 

he presented two scenarios. “If  the county 
was to divest itself  out of  Weems we would 
be willing to take on fi nancial risk to make 
this transformation happen,” Nguyen said. 

He said under consideration could be a 
public private partnership where the county 
has minority ownership with a physician 
consortium that would assume all risks for 
this transformation, “The county if  it wants 
could be a partial source of  fi nancing and 
make interest,” Nguyen said. “And we’d have 
a community support foundation so that we 
are ensured we meet the needs and input of  
the community.”

He said the alternative model could be a 
“pure physician owned and operated hospital. 
My name is a personal guarantee on a ton of  
money. I’m grateful that I also have peers who 
are personal guarantees of  a lot of  money. I 
know we can fi nance this.” 

Nguyen noted that if  the county commences 
talks along those lines, he would like a stipu-
lation put in prior to talks. “I would ask that 
there be a penalty on either side if  we don’t 
end up signing a letter of  intent,” he said. 
“Think of  it kind of  as an engagement. I’ve 
never been left at the altar but I know it can 
happen.”

Before responding to commissioners’ ques-
tions, Nguyen summarized by saying “You 
guys have a hospital that in my mind is in a 
death spiral. There’s a new hospital classi-
fi cation that you can take advantage of  and 
you can do it without physician ownership.

“If  you don’t have the right management 
and you don’t have the right providers, you’re 
just now going down another rat hole,” he 
said. “I believe we have a template, a model 
of  physician ownership that can transform 
this hospital and we’re willing to look at it.”

Commissioner Ottice Amison asked about 
the two clinics that Weems operates and 
Nguyen said that they would be part of  their 
purview as well.

“The clinics would be part of  this, and would 
be part of  a 90-day transition,” he said. “We 
have to address ambulance services, as well 
as all the clinics, and we’re committed to a 
clinic system because that’s how you feed 
the main hospital.

“One way to recruit primary care physi-
cians is to sell the beauty of  the region and 
then dangle physician ownership in front of  
them,” Nguyen said.

Commission Chairman Ricky Jones said 
he would be interested in holding an evening 
workshop to gather community input on the 
doctors’ proposal. Meanwhile, the county 
is pursuing a request for qualifi cations for 
a healthcare consultant, not interested in 
operating Weems, to provide them advice 
on going forward with an REH and other 
management issues over the hospital.

GULF COUNTY COMMISSION

See GULF ELECTION, Page 7A

ccbg.com

Local leaders with
a long-term view.

MEET OUR 
GULF COUNTY BOARD OF DIRECTORS

L to R: Bill Reid, Phil Early, Eugene Ratfield, Shirley Jenkins, Mark Costin, Chip Luke & Clay Smallwood

WEEMS
From Page 1A

Husband seeks full term representing District 2

Carrabelle mayor La Paz steps down

David Adlerstein
Dadlerstein@nevespublishing.com

David Adlerstein
Dadlerstein@nevespublishing.com

Carrabelle Mayor Brenda La Paz stepped 
down Saturday.  FILE PHOTO 
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2 - NEW FLAT BED DUMPS… 
FOR HOT SHOT DELIVERIES, FOR THAT, 

GOT TO HAVE IT NOW DELIVERY!

2 - BOOM TRUCKS

3 - MOFFETT TRUCKS

1 - MILLWORK TRUCK
[ NOT ALL TRUCKS ARE SHOWN IN PICTURES ]

272 COMMERCE DRIVE
PORT ST. JOE FL. 32457

850-229-8232
OPEN MONDAY – FRIDAY  7-4 EASTERN TIME

BAYSIDE LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLY

QUALIFIED STAFF ON HAND TO HELP WITH ALL 
YOUR BUILDING MATERIAL NEEDS

YOU NEED IT… WE GOT IT… YOU GET IT… QUICK…
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P.J. O’Rourke was 
a friend and mentor. 
He blurbed my fi rst 
book, and he was a 
hero to many of  us 
libertarians who felt 
humor was an effec-
tive way to point out 
the absurdities of  
politics and life. He 
understood econom-
ics, free markets, 
and the value of  free 
people.

“If  you say a mod-
ern celebrity is an 
adulterer, a pervert 
and a drug addict, 
all it means is that 
you’ve read his au-
tobiography.”

This P.J. O’Rourke 
quote speaks to soci-
ety’s obsession with 
celebs. It has ex-
panded in our new 

TikTok world. Ce-
lebrities’ need for 
attention knows no 
end -- and when they 
write a book and 
want to sell it, they 
sensationalize their 
shortcomings. 

When Kate Mid-
dleton fought off  
speculation and put 
questions about her 
health to rest with a 
dignifi ed video, a few 
people were upset. 
Kate’s California-
based sister-in-law, 
Meghan Markle, saw 
all the attention and 
sympathy Kate was 
getting, so she called 
Oprah and set up 
an interview to tell 
her about that time 
Wolfgang Puck’s in 
Beverly Hills got her 
order wrong. 

Hunter Biden is 
another infamous 
celeb who demon-
strates this desper-
ate need for atten-
tion. We know that 
was not Hunter’s 
cocaine at the White 
House because some 
of  it was left. He is 
working now with 

the guy who paid 
his taxes, a producer 
who is following him 
with a camera to 
cash in on a Netf-
lix documentary on 
Hunter’s dysfunc-
tional life. 

But things may 
change for “the First 
Son.” Joe Biden’s 
poll numbers are 
so low that Hunter 
might be forced to 
get a job based on his 
own wherewithal. 
P.J. nailed this one 
too: “Politics is the 
business of  getting 
power and privilege 
without possessing 
merit.”

We have combined 
celebrity with poli-
tics with the likes of  
Donald Trump and 
Ukraine’s Volody-
myr Zelenskyy, a 
former TV show 
comic now running 
that corrupt coun-
try. We should em-
ploy a reality show 
name: “Keeping Up 
with the Ukraini-
ans.” 

Even O.J. Simpson 
got a reality show

named Juiced. Who 
would have thought 
murdering your wife 
would be a good ca-
reer move? We are 
in a very confusing 
time.

“Giving money 
and power to gov-
ernment is like giv-
ing whiskey and 
car keys to teenage 
boys.” 

This latest $1.2 
trillion, pork-fi lled, 
budget deal speaks 
to this P.J. clas-
sic. When I was at 
Georgetown Uni-
versity, we used to 
call Washington D.C. 
“Hollywood for ugly 
people.” Even the 
most fervent bud-
get hawk goes to 
Washington with 
lofty intentions and 
then starts to enjoy 
the limo rides and 
the hot tubs full of  
women provided by 
lobbyists. 

Speaking for the 
50% of  us who pay 
the taxes, I could be 
just as proud to be

The economy is 
g rowing,  unem-
ployment is low, 
wages are up, and 
inflation is down. 
However, the Amer-
ican people remain 
grumpy about the 
state of  the econo-
my. This puzzle was 
just investigated by 
four economists. 
They found that 
people often know 
that something is 
wrong even if  sta-
tistics don’t refl ect 
the problem. In this 
case, people are per-
ceiving that infl a-
tion is still, in fact, 
high.

For months now, 
Americans have 

been told that in-
fl ation’s downward 
trend, from almost 
9% annually  to 
around 3%, should 
make them feel good 
about the economy. 
But it isn’t working. 
A recent Gallup 
poll found that 63% 
say the state of  the 
economy is getting 
worse and 45% think 
it’s already “poor.” 
One reason, many 
have speculated, is 
that while the rate 
at which prices are 
rising might have 
slowed consider-
ably, prices remain 
very high. Food and 
rent in particular 
are still expensive. 
These prices are 
felt everyday by 
Americans when 
they pay for their 
housing and go to 
the supermarket.

But that’s not all. 
A new study from 
the National Bu-
reau of  Economic 
Research by econo-
mists Marijn Bol-

huis, Judd Cramer, 
Karl Schulz and 
Lar ry Summers 
fi nds that a change 
in the method used 
to estimate infl ation 
today, compared to 
the method used 
in the 1980s, might 
well cause an un-
derestimation of  
the true level of  
infl ation.

The paper -- “The 
Cost of  Money Is 
Part of  the Cost of  
Living” -- highlights 
the overlooked im-
pact of  the high-
est borrowing costs 
consumers have 
faced in decades. 
From mortgages to 
car loans to credit-
card debt, those 
costs are up.

As the authors 
explain, the pre-
1983 measure of  
infl ation (the Con-
sumer Price Index) 
counted the price 
and interest rate 
Americans paid to 
buy housing. The 
newer measure is 

based on what it 
costs to rent hous-
ing. Another way to 
think about it is if  
you buy a house this 
month, the monthly 
payments will be 
much higher than 
if  you bought one 
three years ago. The 
same is true of  a car 
or other purchase. 
But measuring in-
flation based on 
rental costs, which 
may not incorpo-
rate the sky-high 
interest rates of  
a new purchase -- 
doesn’t refl ect that 
difference.

As Summers, the 
treasury secretary 
under President 
Bill Clinton, noted 
on X, formerly Twit-
ter, “Pre-1983, mort-
gage costs were in 
the CPI as were car 
payments pre-1998. 
Now, price indexes 
do not include bor-
rowing costs. Thus, 
when interest rates 
jumped last year, 

Refl ections on timeless 
P.J. O’Rourke quotes

Opening Day 1969: 
‘The Kid’ returns

Americans can tell the di� erence 
between rosy economic data and reality

See HART, Page 5A

See DE RUGY, Page 5A

Ron Hart
Guest Columnist

During the spring 
of  1969, spirits were 
high in the nation’s 
capital. The cherry 
trees along the Po-
tomac River were 
in bloom. Cautious 
optimism prevailed 
that newly inau-
gurated President 
R i c h a r d  N i xo n 
would fulfill his 
campaign promise 
to end the Southeast 
Asian war.

But more than 
anything for DC’s 
sports’ fans, leg-
endary Green Bay 
P a c k e r s  c o a c h 
Vince Lombardi had 
agreed to assume 
the Washington 
Redskins general 
manager and head 
coach positions. 
And Hall of  Fame 
great Ted Williams, 
“The Kid,” accepted 
owner Bob Short’s 
offer to manage the 
moribund Washing-
ton Senators.

Short, a truck-
ing and hotel mo-
gul, had previously 
owned basketball’s 

Minneapolis Lak-
ers and moved the 
team to Los Angeles 
before selling the 
Lakers for $5.2 mil-
lion. Among Short’s 
goals were to entice 
more Senators fans 
and turn a profi t. To 
achieve those objec-
tives, he wanted a 
big name to take the 
Senators’ helm.

Williams was cer-
tain that he could 
help the punchless 
Senators.  When 
Short offered a fi ve-
year, $65,000 salary 
with perks that in-
cluded a $15,000-a-
year hotel suite, an 
unlimited expense 
account, a title as 
vice president and 
an option to buy 10 
percent of  the team 
for $900,000, Wil-
liams became the 
new Senators man-
ager, and set out to 
prove that he had 
leadership skills.

The woebegone 
Senators that Wil-
liams inherited were 
mocked throughout 
baseball, includ-
ing in their home 
city. The 1968 Sena-
tors fi nished in 10th 
place, dead last, with 
baseball’s worst 
record, 65-96. The 
team also drew the 
fewest fans, 565,000, 
a 206,000 decrease 
from 1967.

Veronique de Rugy
Guest Columnist

See GUZZARDI, Page 5A

Joe Guzzardi
Guest Columnist
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The welcome an-
nouncement arrived 
at dinnertime, and it 
was good for diges-
tion.

Top NBC executive 
Cesar Conde ate crow: 
“Ronna McDaniel 
will not be an NBC 
News contributor… 
I approved (the hire) 
and I take full respon-
sibility for it.”

Then he tried to 
explain: “Our initial 
decision was made 
because of  our deep 
commitment to pre-

senting our audience 
with a widely diverse 
set of  viewpoints and 
experiences.”

That’s precisely 
where they stepped in 
it with both feet. Mc-
Daniel, who worked 
closely with the crimi-
nal defendant to over-
turn a democratic 
election and obstruct 
the peaceful transfer 
of  power, offers a 
“viewpoint” that is 
frankly fascist, that 
is far more Russian 
than American, that 
is the antithesis of  
every hallowed value 
this country stands 
for – and thus de-
serves nary a red cent 
from any respectable 
network’s treasury.

M o r e  b r o a d l y, 
Ronna has rebooted 
questions that have 
plagued the main-
stream media ever 

since the MAGA virus 
took root: How do you 
cover a party that 
has degenerated into 
a cult? Is it possible 
(memo: it isn’t) to 
present “both sides” 
with traditional jour-
nalistic “balance” 
when the leader and 
fellow travelers of  
one party lie as they 
breathe and openly 
conspire to sabotage 
our democratic insti-
tutions?

I’ll tell you a little 
story. In the spring of  
2018, during my time 
as a columnist under 
contract at WHYY 
News (Philadelphia’s 
public media outlet), 
it became clear to me 
that the station’s over-
lords were discom-
fited by my relentless 
focus on Trump’s 
serial misdeeds. (I 
called him “a clear 

and present danger” 
to the nation.) They 
asked if  I could rec-
ommend a conserva-
tive columnist who 
might be willing to 
“balance” me and 
defend Trump.

I told them there 
was a big problem: No 
conservative pundit 
with an ounce of  in-
tegrity and a respect 
for facts was willing 
any longer to defend 
Trump. Also, by defi-
nition, any pundit 
still willing to defend 
Trump was unteth-
ered to factual reality 
and likely had a screw 
loose.

The problem then 
is the problem now. 
Alas, Ronna McDan-
iels’ defenders don’t 
understand that.

For instance, GOP 
pollster Frank Luntz 
tweeted that McDan-

iel has a “perspective 
we all would benefit 
from. Instead of  try-
ing to silence her, we 
should be listening 
intently for all we 
can learn. I listen to 
people I disagree with 
all the time.”

So working to over-
throw a democratic 
election is just an-
other “perspective?” 
We’re supposed to 
normalize that?

Greta Van Susteren, 
the Newsmax host, 
tweets that main-
stream broadcast-
ers should not “dis-
respect” McDaniel 
because to do so “is 
not journalism,” it’s 
“Russia TV.” Those 
last few words are Or-
wellian topsy-turvy.

O ve r  o n  Fo x , 
Jeanine Pirro, said: 
“The liberal media 
can’t stand the idea

of  having a differ-
ent point of  view on 
their air.” Abetting a 
violent coup is just a 
“different” view, like 
maybe tax cuts versus 
tax hikes.

Some of  McDaniels’ 
defenders have point-
ed out that ex-insiders 
have long migrated to 
the media, so what’s 
the big deal. Granted, 
that is one of  Wash-
ington’s revolving-
door traditions. The 
list of  ex-Republican 
insiders who’ve made 
the big leap includes 
William Safire, Pat 
Buchanan, David 
Gergen, Bill Kris-
tol, Michael Steele, 
Nicolle Wallace, Joe 
Scarborough, David 
Jolly, Brendan Buck, 
and many more. But 
– how hard is this to 
understand? – none of  

See POMAN, Page 8A

NBC News and the Ronna McDaniel failure

Dick Polman
Guest Columnist

official inflation did not fully 
capture the effects it would have 
on consumer well-being.”

Indeed, if  we measured in-
flation as we did in the 1970s, 
the inflation that started in 
2021 would have peaked at 18% 
-- double its reported peak. 
That’s higher than the worst 
of  the 1970 and ‘80s. Inflation’s 
current annual rate would be 
about 8%.

As Summers notes, measur-
ing inflation the pre-1983 way 
helps explain “70% of  the gap 
in consumer sentiment we saw 
last year.” Not surprisingly, 
Americans have a better sense 
of  the state of  the economy 
and their daily lives than the 
economists who focus mostly 
on data, models and indexes for 
information about the world.

I assume this paper by Sum-
mers and co-authors will re-
vive the debate about how we 
should measure inflation. John 
Cochrane, over at the Grumpy 
Economist Substack, observes 
that to answer this question 
properly, you have to ask first 
what you’re trying to measure:

“The new way is closer to 
right, if  the question is to 
measure changes in the cost 
of  living right now for the av-

erage person. ... Most people 
live in older houses with fixed 
mortgages, so higher prices and 
mortgage rates for new houses 
don’t affect them. People who 
rent don’t care. While higher 
interest rates are a cost to bor-
rowers, and higher house prices 
a cost to buyers, higher interest 
rates are higher income to sav-
ers and higher house prices a 
boon to downsizers. Those wash 
on average.”

But if  the question instead is 
whether Americans feel that 
their lives are improving from a 
few years ago based on the idea 
that inflation is allegedly falling 
and they can rent a house just 
like theirs for less money, then 
the answer is different.

The bottom line is that, while 
the question of  how best to 
measure inflation has no single 
and straightforward answer, 
one mystery has been clearly 
solved by Summers and his 
co-authors. People aren’t crazy. 
Even if  every media outlet and 
the president continue to insist 
that ordinary Americans’ lives 
are getting better because of  
falling inflation, we know that’s 
not right.

Veronique de Rugy is the 
George Gibbs Chair in Political 
Economy and a senior research 
fellow at the Mercatus Center at 
George Mason University.

DE RUGY
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an American for half  the money I send in. My CPA just 
did my taxes and he told me to make out a separate check 
for $14,675 for Ukraine, payable to Volodymyr Zelenskyy. 

In the recent budget bill, there is $175,000 to pay a House 
Chaplain. Only mind readers in Hollywood have fewer 
things to do all day.

All this leads us to my favorite P.J. quote: “The mystery of  
government is not how Washington works, but how to make 
it stop.” This manifests the maddening self-importance of  
our leftist government and its ineffectual answers to our 
problems -- many of  which it created with past solutions 
to our problems. Not a single Democratic solution to our 
problems is one they did not help create, one that does not 
take more money from us, and one that doesn’t give govern-
ment more power over us. 

P.J. saw the need for limited government and individual 
freedoms. 

He sums up libertarian views: 
“There’s only one basic human right, the right to do as 

you damn well please. And with it comes the only basic 
human duty, the duty to take the consequences.”

I say, smoke all the crack you like, but do not expect me 
to pay for your rehab or not to shoot you if  you try to steal 
my lawnmower. You cannot regulate stupidity. Darwin was 
onto something. 

He coined the phrase “fashionable worries” to define the 
virtue signaling of  the idle class about unquantifiable things 
such as modern-day “global warming.” 

P.J. would love to make fun of  our burgeoning “Deep 
State” today. All the uptick in crime worries me less than 
the growing and unaccountable morass in our government. 
To me, the criminals among us are less of  a threat than a 
well-organized big government with enforcement divisions.

A libertarian op-ed humorist and award-winning author, 
Ron Hart does commentary on radio and TV. He can be con-
tacted at Ron@RonaldHart.com or @RonaldHart on Twitter.

HART
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The 1968 club had a .623 on-base-plus-
slugging percentage, 14 points below the 
league average. In 1969, Senators batters 
had a .708 OPS, 18 points above the league’s 
.690. The Senators drew 630 walks in 1969, 
compared to 454 the previous season. Even 
with the rule changes that lowered the 
pitcher’s mound and tightened the strike 
zone, the Senators showed an astounding 
improvement of  176 free passes. Williams 
understood the age-old axiom that a walk 
is as good as a hit.

Pitchers also improved under rookie 
manager Williams. The hurlers listened to 
Williams’ daily spring-training sermons on 
hitting and how to exploit American League 
opponents. In 1968, the Senators ERA of  3.64 
was 66 points above the league average, 2.98. 
The next season, Washington’s pitchers re-
duced their ERA to 3.49, 14 points below the 
rest of  the AL, 3.63. Williams’ 1969 Senators 
won 86 games, a 21-game improvement over 
1968 and the team’s best record since 1945.

Fans flocked to Robert F. Kennedy Sta-
dium to watch the Senators; the team drew 
900,000 paid admissions, and Williams won 
the Manager of  the Year award. Unfortu-
nately, the 1969 Senators proved to be a 
one-year wonder, returning in 1970 to their 
habitual doormat as “first in war, first in 
peace, and last in the American League.” 
A 70-92 record landed the Senators in sixth 
and last place in the American League East

Despite high-profile trades, which brought 
Curt Flood and a washed-up Denny McLain 
to the Senators in 1971, the team declined to 
63-96. The Cleveland Indians spared them 
last place in the American League East.

Short had raised ticket prices, and fans 
refused to pay more to watch a lousy team 
play in an unsafe neighborhood. Senators’ 
frustrated fans – 14,500, about twice the 
daily 1971 attendance – saved their worst 
behavior for September 30, the final Ameri-
can League game played in Washington.

When the fans destroyed the field, umpire 
James Honochick forfeited a Senators’ 7-5 
lead to the visiting Yankees. The fallout: a 
long-anticipated September 1971 announce-

ment that Short was moving the Senators 
to the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex, to the 
ingloriously named Turnpike Stadium. The 
Senators were renamed the Texas Rangers.

Williams befuddled the baseball world 
when he agreed to accompany the limp-
ing Senators to Texas. One disastrous year 
in Texas was enough for “The Kid.” The 
Rangers lost 100 games, had a .217 team 
batting average, a 15-game losing streak, 
and finished 20-1/2 games behind the next 
to last California Angels. Williams retired, 
and headed home to Islamorada to pursue 
bonefish, a skill that gained him a place 
in the International Game Fishing Hall of  
Fame.

For more than three decades and through 
multiple league expansions, Washington 
unsuccessfully sought a major league team. 
Finally, in 2005, the Montreal Expos moved 
to D.C. to become the Washington Nationals, 
the 2019 World Series champions.

Joe Guzzardi is a Society for American 
Baseball Research and Internet Baseball 
Writers’ Association member. Contact him 
at guzzjoe@yahoo.com.

GUZZARDI
From Page 4A



6A       THURSDAY, APRIL 4, 2024      THE APALACHICOLA TIMES AND THE PORT ST. JOE STAR

SPORTS

The long-simmering rivalry between the 
Wewahitchka and Franklin County soft-
ball teams moved off  the back burner last 
week, as the two teams met for the second 
time this season, this time in Eastpoint.

Franklin County had a better record, 
10-4, going into the contest, and had won 
the teams’ first outing this season, a 5-0 
shutout in Wewa Feb. 27.

But the Lady Gators were riding high, 
with a four-game winning streak that 
had included lopsided wins: on March 
12 16-4 over the Greenback (Tennessee) 
Lady Cherokees, on March 14 11-2 over 
the Anderson County (Tennessee) Lady 
Mavericks, on March 26 15-0 at Port St. 
Joe, and on March 27 at home 13-3 over 
the Florida High Lady Seminoles.

So the stage was set, the stands were 
thick with both Gator and Seahawks fans 
and the umps were ready to call ‘em as 
they saw ‘em.

Facing Lady Seahawk ace junior Sarah 
Ham, and her 2.37 earned run average, 
Justin Smith’s Lady Gators wasted no 
time getting on the scoreboard. After 
senior Ashley Thompson was hit by a 
pitch, and later stole second, sophomore 
Haley Green laid down a sacrifice bunt 
that advanced her to third. Junior Lai-
ken Farrell drove home the run with a 
base hit.

Following a scoreless bottom of  the first, 
Ham got herself  into a pickle in the top of  
the second, as sophomore Emma Rustin 
and Jordan Ashby both had base hits. Ham 
managed to strike out junior Laila Suber, 
and Seahawk skipper Scott Collins opted 
to intentionally walk Ashley Thompson 
to load the bases. But Ham pitched her 
way out of  the situation.

In the bottom of  the second, the Lady 
Seahawks knotted the contest when ju-
nior Micahlyn O’Neal sent a pitch from 
sophomore Severa Haney over the cen-
terfield fence. But Haney kept her cool 
and allowed just a single up the middle 
from senior Charity Larkin, and then 
struck out freshman Ashton Carey to 
end the inning.

In the top of  the third, the Lady Gators 
put a pair of  runs on the board, beginning 
with a solo home run by freshman Eden 
Rustin over the center field fence.

Senior Hope Thompson followed by 
beating out a grounder that O’Neal 

bobbled at first, and then advanced to 
second on a passed ball and stole third. 
She would later come home on a sacrifice 
by sophomore Emma Rustin, and the Lady 
Gators had a 3-1 lead.

Wewa added their final run in the top 
of  the fifth, when a sacrifice fly to left 
field sent Eden Rustin home.

But trailing 4-1, the Lady Seahawks 
mounted a comeback in the bottom of  the 
sixth, when sophomore Averie Johnson 
got on base when a Texas Leaguer dropped 
into short left. 

In her first-ever varsity home run, 
sophomore Alexis Webb then slammed 
the ball over the fence to the opposite field, 
and the Gator lead had narrowed to 4-3.

Ham faced three batters in the top of  
the seventh, striking out one and getting 
the other two out on infield grounders.

In the bottom of  the seventh, Haney did 
what she had to do, getting Ham to hit a 
long foul ball that was caught, striking 
out O’Neal and then getting junior Rae-
gan Dempsey to fly out to end the game.

“We’ve got to be more consistent at the 
plate,” said Collins, whose team left seven 
women on base and which was outhit 8-6 
by the Lady Gators. “We’re not hitting 
the ball when we need to.”

Ham struck out eight and walked two, 
while giving up three earned runs on eight 
hits. “Sarah got better as the game went 
on and hit her normal groove in the third 
or fourth inning,” said Collins. 

The Seahawk coach credited a diving 
catch by the Gator shortstop, after the 
pitcher got her hand on it, late in the 
game for stifling a potential rally. “That 
could have been a game-winning two runs 
batted in,” he said. 

Three of  the Lady Gator seniors said 
the win marked a turnaround from their 
early season loss to the Lady Seahawks.

“We attacked more than we did the first 
time and our defense was a hundred times 
better. We’ve been gelling more at prac-
tice and been working on communicating 
with each other and we’ve been doing 
that very effectively and our defense got 
us through,” ,” said Savana Mayhann.

“It’s definitely been the start of  a 
great in everybody. In the beginning we 
were trying to work it out,” said Ashley 
Thompson.

“I feel like the big change was we had 
more drive in this game, more com-
petitiveness with the team,” said Hope 
Thompson. “With the first Franklin game 
we were just going through the motions. 
We didn’t trust our defense and this game 
we let our defense back us up and we were 
more confident in our bats

“This is the beginning of  what can be 
amazing,” she said. “We just got to keep 
working and just showing up and have 
confidence in our game.”

Port St. Joe senior pitcher Fisher 
Vandertulip had perhaps his best 
outing of  the season March 28, as 
he twirled a two-hit shutout 1-0 
on the road against the Chipley 
Tigers.

He struck out nine and walked 
just two, in the seven inning affair.

Vandertulip aided his cause with 
a hit and a run scored, when he 
was brought home in the top of  
the third on a single by senior

C.J. Conway.
Conway, junior Peyton Knox and 

sophomore Eli Harris each had 
two hits, including each a double. 
Sophomore Baylor Parte, senior 
Jentzen Odom, and senior Hunter 
Hicks also had singles.

The win followed three consecu-
tive losses for the Tiger Sharks, 
as they fell March 16 2-0 to Calla-
way and later that day 14-4 to the 
Heard County (Georgia) Braves. 
On March 27 at Blountstown, Port 
St. Joe lost 4-0 to the Tigers.

Lady Gators edge Lady Seahawks 4-3

Vandertulip two-hits Chipley

David Adlerstein
dadlerstein@nevespublishing.com

David Adlerstein
dadlerstein@nevespublishing.com

Sophomore Lady Gator pitcher Severa Haney throws a 
practice ball before she has to don her field shield.
 DAVID ADLERSTEIN | THE TIMES 

Seahawk sophomore catcher Alexis Webb had her first 
varsity home run, a two-run shot over the fence to the 
opposite field.  DAVID ADLERSTEIN | THE TIMES 

Lady Gator coach Justin Smith eyes the batter from his 
spot at third base.  DAVID ADLERSTEIN | THE TIMES 

Seahawk junior Micahlyn O’Neal had a solo home run in 
the second.  DAVID ADLERSTEIN | THE TIMES 

Port St. Joe senior pitcher Fisher Vandertulip.  DAVID ADLERSTEIN | THE STAR 

Gator junior #11 Laila Suber lays down a bunt.
 DAVID ADLERSTEIN | THE TIMES 
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November 2022.
As it stands now, two other 

Republicans, George “Buddy” 
Cooper and John Murnan, 
have also filed letters of  intent 
to seek the commission seat. In 
the event no Democrats, or in-
dividuals without party affili-
ation, qualify to run, then the 
election will be decided at the 
Aug. 20 primary, at which time 
all voters within the district, 
regardless of  party affiliation, 
will be able to vote for District 
2 county commissioner.

The following statement was 
submitted by Mr. Husband’s 
campaign.

Jack Husband is a lifelong 
resident of  Gulf  County. As 
a graduate of  Wewahitchka 
High School Class of  1998, Jack 
proceeded to Gulf  Coast State 
College to obtain his associate 
in arts degree in 2000, and then 
to Florida State University-
Tallahassee to obtain his bach-
elor of  science degree in civil 
engineering in 2004.

Jack immediately went to 
work after graduation for 
an engineering f irm, and 
received his professional 
engineering license in 2008. 
Branching out on his own 
after the fall of  the economy 

in 2010, Jack has been humble 
and self-employed for 14 years. 
He started a business with one 
employee in a home office, and 
over the course of  these years 
with hard work and discipline, 
has grown to employ over 20 
people. Mr. Husband has two 
local offices to provide career 
opportunities for great home-
town Gulf  County residents.

With his 20 years of  work 
experience in engineering, 
Jack has worked with city and 
county governments across 
the Panhandle, along with 
state and federal governmen-
tal permitting agencies. Jack 
has attended both city and 
county commissioner meet-
ings since 2004, often in the 
evening hours. These meet-
ings have provided experi-
ence, insight to government 
operations, critical thinking, 
and fortitude. This ultimately 
proves that Jack is the most 
qualified person to represent 
the constituents of  Gulf  Coun-
ty District 2. Jack understands 
the role and responsibilities of  
being a county commissioner.

Since Mr. Husband’s ap-
pointment by the governor in 
July 2023, Jack has diligently 
served the residents of  Dis-
trict 2. The following are some 
notable accomplishments: 
received board approval for 
the opening of  the Wetappo 
Transfer Station, updated 
striping along county road-
ways and intersections, and 
trimmed rights-of-way for 
safer roadway travel. Cur-
rently Jack is working to fi-
nalize the Overstreet Paving 
Project and several additional 
items pertaining to safety and 

betterment for all of  District 2.
Mr. Husband also has many 

years of  community service 
for Gulf  County. Starting out 
as an acolyte at the First Unit-
ed Methodist Church in his 
youth, an on to Little League 
baseball and soccer coach for 
his children’s teams. For over 
15 years, Jack has been a fire-
fighter for the Wewahitchka 
Volunteer Fire Department, 
now duly serving as secretary 
to the department. Also, he has 
served on the board for the 
Gulf  County Economic Devel-
opment Alliance from 2014 to 
2023, and as a previous board 
member of  the Gulf  County 
Chamber of  Commerce. 

As a small-town boy now 
businessman, Jack has a large 
mindset. He understands prop-
erty rights, that our Forgotten 
Coast is now found, and the 
insight for the government to 
control growth and expansion 
of  our county. As a business 
owner since 2010, Jack recog-
nizes that county government 
is operated similarly to a busi-
ness. His experience will aid 
in budgeting, management of  
county departments, updat-
ing policies, planning for the 
future, infrastructure needs, 
executive duties, and quasi-
judicial hearings. Most of  all, 
Jack has greatly enjoyed being 
able to help residents get their 
needs accomplished, meeting 
and talking with new people, 
and overall, simply trying to 
be identified as a benefit to the 
people and Gulf  County.

Jack is married to his wife of  
20 years, Christy, and together 
they have two children, Wyatt, 
16, and Kate, 13. In his free

time, Jack enjoys spending 
time with family and friends, 
watching his children play 
sports, hunting, and fishing.

Jack has taken on this role 
very seriously and is here to 
help. Jack would appreciate 
your support on August 20 . 
Please vote for Jack Husband 
and allow him to continue to 
serve as Gulf  County Commis-
sioner District 2 in a profes-
sional manner; to represent 
you and make everyone proud 
to live in Gulf  County. Please 
contact Jack Husband anytime 
via email at commissioner2@
gulfcounty-fl.gov or via text/
telephone at 850-227-8429.

Each candidate for elected 
office in Gulf  County is pro-
vided with the opportunity to 
run one announcement of  their 
campaign in The Star free of  
cost. These announcements are 
submitted by the candidates’ 
campaigns and must be sub-
mitted in advance of  qualifying 
week, June 10 through 14.

Jack Husband, appointed by Gov. DeSantis 
as county commissioner for District 2, is 
seeking a full four-year term.
 PROVIDED BY CANDIDATE 

GULF ELECTION
From Page 2A
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NOTICE OF APPLICA-
TION FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that IDE TECH-
NOLOGIES INC, the 
Certificate Holder of 
the following Tax Sale 
Certificate, has filed 
said Certificate for a 
Tax Deed to be issued 
thereon. The Tax Deed 
Application number, 
Real Estate number, 
Certificate number, 
Date of Issuance and 
Name(s) in which it 
was assessed are as 
follows:

Application #2023-06 
Name in which as-
sessed:

DAVID BYRD, CASSAN-
DRA RUSS, JEFFERY 
DIXON, DOROTHEA 
PETERSON, BAR-
BARA BAXTER, JAMES 
MCGEE

Tax Sale Certificate #: 
2020-337

Date of Issuance:
05/29/2020

R.E. No.: 01733-000R

Description of Prop-
erty:

BEGIN AT THE 
NORTHWEST CORNER 
OF SOUTHWEST 1/4 
OF SOUTHEAST 1/4 
OF SECTION 15, TWP 
4 SOUTH RANGE 10 
WEST, AND RUN EAST 
FOR 740 FEET TO THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING, 
THENCE RUN SOUTH 
TO THE NORTH SIDE 
OF OLD PANAMA 
AND WEWA ROAD; 
THENCE RUN SOUTH-
EASTERLY ALONG 
THE NORTH SIDE OF 
SAID ROAD FOR 263 
FEET MORE OR LESS 
TO LAND DEEDED 
TO DAVID FASION; 

THENCE RUN NORTH 
TO THE NORTH LINE 
OF SOUTHWEST 1/4 
OF SOUTHEAST 1/4; 
THENCE RUN WEST 
250 FEET TO THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING, 
SAID LAND LYING AND 
BEING IN SOUTHWEST 
1/4 OF SOUTHEAST 
1/4 OF SECTION 15 
TWP 4 SOUTH RANGE 
10 WEST, LESS AND 
EXCEPT THAT POR-
TION CONVEYED BY 
VICTORIA PRICE TO 
JAMES ROUSE AND 
LUCILLE ROUSE BY 
WARRANTY DEED 
DATED SEPTEMBER 9, 
1963 BEING THE SAME 

PROPERTY DESCRIBED 
IN OFFICIAL RECORDS 
BOOK 32 AT PAGE 
571 OF THE OFFICIAL 
RECORDS OF GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

All of said property 
being in Gulf County, 
State of Florida. Un-
less such certificate 
shall be redeemed 
according to law, the 
property described in 
such certificate will 
be sold to the highest 
bidder ONLINE at: 
www.gulf.realtax-
deed.com on 04/17/24 
at 11:00 a.m. ET or any 
subsequently sched-

uled sale date.

DATED:    03/11/24
REBECCA L. NORRIS
CLERK OF THE 
CIRCUIT COURT GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA
BY: Elaine Bland, 
Deputy Clerk

Publish dates: 
3/14/24, 3/21/24, 
03/28/24, 04/04/24

March 14, 21, 28, 
2024

April 4, 2024

360
AMENDED Summons 
and AMENDED Petition 
for Dissolution:

ROSS RUTHERFORD v. 
CANDICE VOLKMAN
State of California, 
Fresno County Supe-
rior Court, Family Law 
Division
Case No. 23CEFL05278
To the Respondent, 
Candice Volkman,  
Petitioner, Ross Ruth-
erford has petitioned 
for dissolution of 
marriage in the State 
of California, Fresno 
County Superior 
Court. The Petition 
and Summons were 
issued on September 
21, 2023. Due to an 
administrative error, 
an AMENDED Petition 

and AMENDED Sum-
mons was reissued 
on November 20, 
2023. The AMENDED
Petition and AMENDED 
Summons seek to 
dissolve marriage of 
Ross Rutherford and 
Candice Volkman.
A Status Conference 
has been set for July 
9, 2024 at 9:30 a.m. 
in Department 202 
of the Fresno County 
Superior Courthouse 
located at 1130 “O” 
Street, Fresno, Califor-
nia 93721.
If you object to the 
dissolution of mar-
riage, you should 

appear at the hear-
ing and state your 
objections or file a 
Response and Request 
for Dissolution of Mar-
riage. Your appear-
ance is mandatory by 
you and your attorney, 
if you are able to hire 
one to represent your 
interests. 
You may examine 
the file kept by the 
Court. You can fulfill 
this request by calling 
the Court Clerk or by 
contacting Attorney 
for Petitioner.
Attorney for the 
Petitioner: 
Amy R. Lovegren-

Classif ieds
Place your classifi eds by calling 850.851.0724

Classif iedsClassif iedsClassif iedsTHE STAR

NOTICE OF LAND USE CHANGE
The Franklin County Board of County Commissioners proposes to adopt the following by ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE FRANKLIN COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN TO CHANGE 
THE PERMITTED USE OF A 0.93 +/- ACRE PARCEL OF LAND IN SECTION 31, TOWNSHIP 8   
SOUTH, RANGE 6 WEST, FROM RESIDENTIAL TO COMMERCIAL RECREATIONAL.

A public hearing on the proposed change will be held on Tuesday, April 16, 2024, at 11:10 a.m. 
at the County Commission meeting room in the Franklin County Courthouse Annex, 34 Forbes 
Street, Apalachicola, Florida. More information can be obtained, and the proposed changes may 
be inspected at the Franklin County Planning Department, 248 US Hwy 98, Eastpoint, Florida 32328 
(telephone 850-653-9783).

The County Commission encourages the public to continue the use of Zoom. The login information 
will be provided online by Thursday, April 11, 2024, by downloading the agenda for the April 16, 
2024, Board of County Commission Meeting located at www.franklincountyflorida.com/resources/
agendas-minutes/

Persons wishing to comment may do so in person, by using the virtual meeting feature noted above 
during the public hearing or in writing to the Franklin County Board of County Commissioners, 
248 US Hwy 98, Eastpoint, Florida 32328. Transactions of this public hearing will be recorded. 
Persons who may wish to appeal any action resulting from this hearing should make the necessary 
arrangements to ensure that a verbatim record is made, including testimony and evidence, if any, 
upon which the appeal is to be based. The meeting room is handicap accessible. Those having 
special needs to attend the meeting may contact Deputy Clerk, Jessica Gay, at 850-653-8861, x-100, 
at least two business days prior to the public hearing to make arrangements.

The Apalachicola Bay Charter School is seeking the 
following for the remainder of the 2023-24 school 

year: Testing Proctors, Substitutes, and Tutors 
(Part-time, full-time & contracted available). 2024-25 
Positions: Certified Elementary and Middle School 
teachers. Applications are available at the school’s 

website: abceagles.org. Email completed applications 
to the CEO/Principal, Elizabeth Kirvin, ekirvin@

abceagles.org. Employment of personnel in ABC 
School is in compliance with Federal and State Laws 

regarding nondiscrimination and preference. Any 
person who believes he/she may need reasonable 

accommodations during the application or interview 
process should notify Elizabeth Kirvin.

NOTICE OF ZONING CHANGE
The Franklin County Board of County Commissioners proposes to adopt the following by ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE REZONING 0.93 ACRES OF LAND IN SECTION 31, TOWNSHIP 8 SOUTH, 
RANGE 6 WEST, FROM R-1 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TO C-3 COMMERCIAL   
RECREATIONAL.

A public hearing on the proposed change will be held on Tuesday, April 16, 2024, at 11:15 a.m. 
at the County Commission meeting room in the Franklin County Courthouse Annex, 34 Forbes 
Street, Apalachicola, Florida. More information can be obtained, and the proposed changes may 
be inspected at the Franklin County Planning Department, 248 US Hwy 98, Eastpoint, Florida 32328 
(telephone 850-653-9783).

The County Commission encourages the public to continue the use of Zoom. The login information 
will be provided online by Thursday, April 11, 2024, by downloading the agenda for the April 16, 
2024, Board of County Commission Meeting located at www.franklincountyflorida.com/resources/
agendas-minutes/

Persons wishing to comment may do so in person, by using the virtual meeting feature noted above 
during the public hearing or in writing to the Franklin County Board of County Commissioners, 
248 US Hwy 98, Eastpoint, Florida 32328. Transactions of this public hearing will be recorded. 
Persons who may wish to appeal any action resulting from this hearing should make the necessary 
arrangements to ensure that a verbatim record is made, including testimony and evidence, if any, 
upon which the appeal is to be based. The meeting room is handicap accessible. Those having 
special needs to attend the meeting may contact Deputy Clerk, Jessica Gay, at 850-653-8861, x-100, 
at least two business days prior to the public hearing to make arrangements.

NOTICE OF Z ONING CHANGE
The Franklin County Board of County Commissioners proposes to adopt the following by ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE REZONING 0.93 ACRES OF LAND IN SECTION 31, TOWNSHIP 8
SOUTH, RANGE 6 WEST, FROM R-1 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TO C-3
COMMERCIAL RECREATIONAL.

A public hearing on the proposed change will be held on Tuesday, April 16, 2024, at 11:15 a.m. 
at the County Commission meeting room in the Franklin County Courthouse Annex, 34 Forbes Street, 
Apalachicola, Florida.  More information can be obtained, and the proposed changes may be inspected at the 
Franklin County Planning Department, 248 US Hwy 98, Eastpoint, Florida 32328 (telephone 850-653-9783).

The County Commission encourages the public to continue the use of Zoom. The login information will 
be provided online by Thursday, April 11, 2024, by downloading the agenda for the April 16, 2024, Board of 
County Commission Meeting located at www.franklincountyflorida.com/resources/agendas-minutes/

Persons wishing to comment may do so in person, by using the virtual meeting feature noted above 
during the public hearing or in writing to the Franklin County Board of County Commissioners, 248 US Hwy 
98, Eastpoint, Florida 32328.  Transactions of this public hearing will be recorded.  Persons who may wish to 
appeal any action resulting from this hearing should make the necessary arrangements to ensure that a verbatim 
record is made, including testimony and evidence, if any, upon which the appeal is to be based.  The meeting 
room is handicap accessible.  Those having special needs to attend the meeting may contact Deputy Clerk, 
Jessica Gay, at 850-653-8861, x-100, at least two business days prior to the public hearing to make 
arrangements.

Publish Dates: Thursday, April 4, 2024
Thursday, April 11, 2024

263 Patton Drive, Eastpoint, FL
0.93 +/- Acre from 

R-1 to C-3

Free prep course for ham radio license
The Franklin County Emergency Manage-

ment offi ce will host a free prep course for 
the general level Ham Radio license. 

Because this is the second level of  ham 
radio licenses, the fi rst level, the technician 
license. has to be completed before taking 
the general level. Both tests can be taken 
at the same time; however, technician level 
material will not be covered in this class. 

The classes will be held at the emergency 
operations center, 28 Airport Road Apala-
chicola, every Tuesday and Thursday from 
3 to 5 p.m. from Thursday, April 4 through 
Thursday, May 9. 

For more information about the class please 
contact Rob Zingarelli at W4ZING.radio@
gmail.com.

Need to better understand dementia?
The Florida Department of  Health’s De-

mentia Care and Cure Initiative, and Frank-
lin County’s Elder Care Community Council, 
are teaming up with a free series on ways to 
gain a better understanding of  Alzheimer’s 
disease and related dementias, and to learn 
about resources available to assist persons 
with dementia, their families, and caregivers.

Open to everyone, the series is held the 
second Thursday of  every month from 11 
a.m. to noon at Holy Family Senior Center, 
203 7th St. Apalachicola.

On Thursday, April 11 the topic will be 
“Accessing Local Community Supports 
and Services for Individuals Living with 
Dementia and their Caregivers,” given by 
Marissa Henderson, MSW from Advantage 
Aging Solutions.

Have questions? Please contact Whitney 
Scott at Tallahassee Memorial HealthCare 
Memory Disorder Clinic 850-431-5002

NEWS BRIEFS

them have ever worked to destroy democracy 
from within.

That’s the obvious line McDaniel crossed 
– yet it’s still not clear that the NBC bigwigs 
get it. Conde’s announcement implied that 
the MAGA hack would be a paid pundit in 
good standing if  not for the fact that the entire 
newsroom rebelled on the air.

“We must have diverse viewpoints on our 
programs, and to that end, we will redouble 
our efforts to seek voices that represent dif-
ferent parts of  the political spectrum,” Conde 
wrote. Not a word about whether all coup 
conspirators and abetters of  fascism will be 
persona non grata.

Apparently the quest for a truth-telling 
MAGAt with a credible “viewpoint” will con-
tinue. Good luck with that.

Dick Polman, a veteran national political 
columnist based in Philadelphia and a Writer 
in Residence at the University of  Pennsylva-
nia, writes at DickPolman.net. Email him at 
dickpolman7@gmail.com

POLMAN
From Page 5A
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Tipton, APLC, 225 W. 
Shaw Avenue, Suite 
105, Fresno, California 
93704. (559) 421-9137.

March 14, 21, 28, 
2024

April 4, 2024
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IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FOUR-
TEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

JAMES GESSLEIN AND 
KATHY GESSLEIN,
Plaintiffs,
v.
CASE NO.: 2024-CA-
0010 DIVISION:
KENNETH BROCK; 
JADWIGA H. GARCIA 
AND THOMAS E. GAR-
CIA, CO-TRUSTEES, OR 
THEIR SUCCESSORS 
IN TRUST UNDER THE 
GARCIA LIVING TRUST, 
DATED OCTOBER 20, 
1997,
Defendants.
                /

NOTICE OF ACTION

To KENNETH BROCK; 
JADWIGA H. GARCIA 
AND THOMAS E. GAR-
CIA, CO-TRUSTEES, OR 
THEIR SUCCESSORS 
IN TRUST UNDER THE 
GARCIA LIVING TRUST, 
DATED OCTOBER 20, 
1997 :

YOU ARE HEREBY NO-
TIFIED that an action 
to Quiet Title to real 
property described as:
SEVEN SPRINGS LAKE 
PB 5 PG 18 LOT 21 
BLK A ORB 364/806 FR 
LITTLE RIVER CAMP 
LLC MAP 95A More 
commonly known as: 
Seven Springs Drive, 
Wewahitchka, FL 
32465 AND/OR S7 T6 
R11 SUNSHINE FARMS 
(UNRECORDED) LOT 
29 5.18 AC M/L ORB 
814/104 TX FR GARCIA 
MAP 14C More com-
monly known as: West 
Kelly Drive, Port ST. 
Joe, FL 32456

has been filed by 
Plaintiffs, JAMES 
GESSLEIN AND KATHY 
GESSLEIN, and you 
are required to serve 
a copy of your written 
defenses, if any, on 
Alisa Wilkes, Esq., 
13400 Sutton Park 
Dr. S., Suite 1204, 
Jacksonville, FL 32224, 
(904)620-9545 on or 
before April 22, 2024 
and file the original 
with the Clerk of 
Court and Plaintiff’s 
attorney, otherwise a 
default and judg-
ment will be entered 
against you for the 
relief demanded.

Witness my hand and 
the seal of this court 
on this 4th day of 
March, 2024.

Clerk of the Circuit 
Court
By: Deputy Clerk

Please publish for 4 
consecutive weeks.

Please send invoice 
and copy to:
Alisa Wilkes, Esq.
Wilkes & Mee, PLLC
13400 Sutton Park Dr., 
S, Suite 1204
Jacksonville, FL 32224

March 14, 21, 28, 
2024

April 4, 2024
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NOTICE OF APPLICA-
TION FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that IDE TECH-
NOLOGIES, INC, the 
Certificate Holder of 
the following Tax Sale 
Certificate, has filed 
said Certificate for a 
Tax Deed to be issued 
thereon. The Tax Deed 
Application number, 
Real Estate number, 
Certificate number, 
Date of Issuance and 
Name(s) in which it 
was assessed are as 
follows:

Application #
2023-05
Name in which as-
sessed: Christopher 
Anthony Rouse, 
Jimmie Lewis Rouse, 
Margie
L Rouse, Janie Beverly, 
Shirley Ragin, Brenda 
Rouse, Christopher 
Rouse, John D Rouse

Tax Sale Certificate 
#:2020-333

Date of Issuance:
05/29/2020

R.E. No.: 01723-000R

Description of Prop-
erty:
COMMENCING AT THE 
NORTHEAST CORNER 
OF THE SW 1/4 OF SE 
1/4 OF SECTION 15, 
TOWNSHIP 4 SOUTH, 
RANGE 10 WEST, AND 
RUN WEST FOR 300 
FEET TO THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING; SAME BE-
ING THE NORTHWEST 
CORNER OF LAND 
OWNED BY ROBERT 
FAISON; THENCE 
RUN WEST 100 FEET; 

THENCE RUN SOUTH 
TO THE NORTH 
SIDE OF THE OLD 
PANAMA & WEWA 
HIGHWAY; THENCE 
RUN SOUTHEASTERLY 
ALONG OLD WEWA & 
PANAMA ROAD, TO 
A POINT DUE SOUTH 
OF THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING, BEING 
100 FEET MORE OR 
LESS; THENCE RUN 
DUE NORTH FOR 375 
FEET TO THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING, SAID 
LAND LYING & BEING 
IN THE SW 1/4 OF SE 
1/4, IN SECTION 15, 
TOWNSHIP 4 SOUTH, 
RANGE 10 WEST.

All of said property 
being in Gulf County, 
State of Florida. Un-
less such certificate 
shall be redeemed 
according to law, the 
property described 
in such certificate 
will be sold to the 
highest bidder ON-
LINE at: www.gulf.
realtaxdeed.com on 
04/17/2024 at 11:00 
a.m. ET or any sub-
sequently scheduled 
sale date.

DATED:       
03/04/2024
REBECCA L. NORRIS
CLERK OF THE 
CIRCUIT COURT GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA
BY:
Leslee Bennett,  
Deputy Clerk
Publish dates:
3/14/24, 3/21/24, 
3/28/24, 4/4/24

March 14, 21, 28, 
2024

April 4, 2024
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NOTICE OF APPLICA-
TION FOR TAX DEED
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that Gulf Coun-
ty Board of County 
Commissioners, the 
Certificate Holder 
of the following Tax 
Sale Certificate, has 
filed said Certificate 
for a Tax Deed to be 
issued thereon. The 
Tax Deed Applica-
tion Number, Real 
Estate Number, 
Certificate Number, 
Date of Issuance and 
Name(s) in which it 
was assessed are as 
follows:

Application#2023-02

Name in which as-
sessed: KIM GLAZE; 
WILLIAM H GLAZE

Tax Sale Certificate 
#: 2015-104

Date of Issuance: 
05/29/2015
R.E. No.: 00540-000R

Description of Prop-
erty:
Commence at the 
Northwest corner 
of the Chipola River 
Dead Lakes Bridge 
and run North to the 
State Road right of 
way line and thence 
run in an Easterly 
direction along the 
Northside of State 
Road right of way a 
distance of 2400 feet 
for a point of begin-
ning. From said point 
of beginning run 
thence Easterly along 
the North right of way 
line of State Road 22A 
a distance of 200 feet; 
thence turn 90° left 
and run Northerly a 
distance of 100 feet; 
thence turn left and 
extend a line West-
erly 200 feet parallel 
to the North right 
of way line of State 
Road 22A: thence turn 
left and run 100 feet 
more or less to point 
of beginning, same 
being a part of Sec-
tion 17, Township 4 
South, Range 9 West, 
Gulf County, Florida.

All of said property 
being in Gulf County, 
State of Florida. Un-
less such certificate 
shall be redeemed 
according to law, the 
property described 
in such certificate 
will be sold to the 
highest bidder ON-
LINE at: www.gulf.
realtaxdeed.com on 
04/17/24 at 11:00 a.m. 
ET or any subse-
quently scheduled 
sale date.

DATED: MARCH 11, 
2024
REBECCA L. NORRIS
CLERK OF THE CIR-
CUIT COURT
GULF COUNTY, 
FLORIDA
BY: Elaine Bland, 
Deputy Clerk

March 14, 21, 28, 
April 4, 2024
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IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT, FOURTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
OF THE STATE OF 
FLORIDA, IN AND FOR 
GULF COUNTY.
CASE NO. 24-21 PR
IN PROBATE

IN RE: The Estate of
J. RALPH COMPTON, 
also known

as JAMES RALPH 
COMPTON,
deceased.
/

NOTICE TO CREDI-
TORS

TO ALL PERSONS 
HAVING CLAIMS OR 
DEMANDS AGAINST 
THE ABOVE ESTATE:

The ancillary adminis-
tration of the estate of 
J. RALPH COMPTON, 
deceased, whose 
date of death was 
October 27, 2023, File 
Number 24-21 PR is 
pending in the Circuit 
Court for Gulf County, 
Florida, Probate Divi-
sion, the address of 
which is Gulf County 
Courthouse, Probate 
Division, 1000 Cecil G. 
Costin, Sr. Blvd., Port 
St. Joe, FL 32456. The 
name and address of 
the ancillary personal 
representative and 
that ancillary personal 
representative’s at-
torney are set forth 
below.

Pursuant to F.S. 
§733.702, all credi-
tors of the Decedent 
and other persons 
who have claims or 
demands against 
Decedent’s Estate, 
including un-matured, 
contingent, or un-
liquidated claims, and 
who have been served 
a copy of this Notice, 
must file their claims 
in proper form with 
this Court WITHIN THE 
LATER OF THREE (3) 
MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF THIS 
NOTICE OR  THIRTY 
(30) DAYS AFTER THE 
DATE OF SERVICE 
OF A COPY OF THIS 
NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors 
of the decedent and 
persons having claims 
or demands against 
the estate of the 
decedent, including 
un-matured, contin-
gent, or un-liquidated 
claims, must file 
their claims in proper 
form with this Court 
WITHIN THREE (3) 
MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF THIS 
NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS OR DE-
MANDS NOT SO FILED 
WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING 
THE TIME PERIODS 
SET FORTH ABOVE, 
ANY CLAIM FILED 
TWO (2) YEARS OR 
MORE AFTER THE 
DECEDENT’S DATE OF 
DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of the first 
publication of this 
Notice is
.
/s/ Thomas S. Gibson
/s/ Richard Kenneth 
McNeal
Thomas S. Gibson
Richard Kenneth 
McNeal
Rish, Gibson & Scholz, 
P.A.
6323 Fall River Drive
116 Sailor’s Cove Drive
Colorado Springs, CO 
80918
Port St. Joe, Florida 
32457
Ancillary Personal 
Representative
(850) 229-8211
Attorney for Ancillary 
Personal
Representative
FL Bar No. 0350583

(Publish 2 times)
March 28, 2024

April 4, 2024
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CITY OF PORT ST. JOE, 
FLORIDA
NOTICE TO RECEIVE 
SEALED BIDS
RFP 2024-08
Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant Telehan-
dler

Sealed bids for the 
City of Port St. Joe for 
the Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant Telehan-
dler will be received 
at City Hall, 305 Cecil 
G. Costin Sr. Blvd., 
Port St. Joe, Florida 
32456 up until 3:00 
PM EST, Friday, April 
12, 2024. Bids will be 
publicly opened and 
acknowledged, Friday, 
April 12, 2024, at 3:05 
PM EST, at City Hall.

Bids shall be sub-
mitted in a sealed 
envelope, plainly 
marked with bidder’s 
name, address, date 
and time of opening, 
and RFP 2024-08 for 
“Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant Telehan-
dler.”

DESCRIPTION OF 
WORK
Seeking Telehandler 
with minimum lift 
capacity of 7,000 
pounds; Minimum 
42’ reach; 60” forks, 
enclosed cab with 
A/C and heat. Note 
to vendor, use the 

JLG 5527 as minimum 
specs. Separate bids 
per company for dif-
ferent brands will be 
accepted.

For questions 
concerning this Bid, 
please contact Kevin 
Pettis or Joe Harris 
at 850-229-6395 or 
kpettis@psj.fl.gov or 
jharris@psj.fl.gov

The City of Port St. Joe 
reserves the right to 
accept or reject any 
and all Statements 
of Bids in whole or 
in part, to waive 
informalities in the 
process, to obtain 
new Statements of 
Bids, or to postpone 
the opening pursuant 
to the City’s purchas-
ing policies. Each 
Statement of Bid shall 
be valid to the City of 
Port St. Joe for a pe-
riod of sixty (60) days 
after the opening.

The City of Port St. Joe 
is an Equal Opportuni-
ty, Affirmative Action, 
Drug-Free Work Place 
Employer

March 28, 2024
April 4, 2024
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CITY OF PORT ST. JOE, 
FLORIDA
NOTICE TO RECEIVE 
SEALED BIDS
RFP 2024-07
Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant Bar Screen 
Replacement

Sealed bids for the 
City of Port St. Joe 
for the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Bar  
Screen Replacement  
will be received at 
City Hall, 305 Cecil G. 
Costin Sr. Blvd., Port 
St. Joe, Florida 32456 
up until 3:00 PM EST, 
Friday, April 12, 2024. 
Bids will be publicly 
opened and acknowl-
edged, Friday, April 
12, 2024, at 3:05 PM 
EST, at City Hall.

Bids shall be sub-
mitted in a sealed 
envelope, plainly 
marked with bidder’s 
name, address, date 
and time of open-
ing, and RFP 2024-07 
for “Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Bar  
Screen Replacement.”

DESCRIPTION OF 
WORK
Located at 250 Kenny 
Mill Road in Port St. 
Joe, FL the current Bar 
Screen is a Schreiber 
48” Front Loader Bar 
Screen with a Channel 
Depth of 4’8” and is 
480/120V AC. The re-
placement Bar Screen 
must meet the fol-
lowing criteria: Abil-
ity to handle 5 MGD 
Flow Rate; Turnkey 
project, all electrical, 
mechanical, controls, 
and supplies are to 
be included with this 
project. Screen should 
be able to remove 
heavy debris such as 
towels, jeans, rags, 
etc. Screening should 
be able to screen out 
anything larger than 
3/8” wide. All bolting 
hardware is to be 
s/s hardware. O & M 
Manual on site for 
review. Replacement 
parts available in the 
U.S. Must connect to 
our existing SCADA 
System for fault 
monitoring. Will ac-
cept separate bids per 
company for different 
styles or brands.

For questions 
concerning this Bid, 
please contact Kevin 
Pettis or Joe Harris 
at 850-229-6395 or 
kpettis@psj.fl.gov or 
jharris@psj.fl.gov

The City of Port St. Joe 
reserves the right to 
accept or reject any 
and all Statements 
of Bids in whole or 
in part, to waive 
informalities in the 
process, to obtain 
new Statements of 
Bids, or to postpone 
the opening pursuant 
to the City’s purchas-
ing policies. Each 
Statement of Bid shall 
be valid to the City of 
Port St. Joe for a pe-
riod of sixty (60) days 
after the opening.

The City of Port St. Joe 
is an Equal Opportuni-
ty, Affirmative Action, 
Drug-Free Work Place 
Employer

March 28, 2024
April 4, 2024
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CITY OF PORT ST. JOE                                                                                    
PROJECT #50146280
DOWNTOWN WATER 
SYSTEM IMPROVE-
MENTS PHASE 2

RFP 2024-09
NOTICE TO RECEIVE 
SEALED BIDS

The City of Port St. 
Joe will receive sealed 
bids from any quali-
fied person, company 
or corporation inter-

ested in constructing:

DOWNTOWN WATER 
SYSTEM IMPROVE-
MENTS PHASE 2

This project is located 
in Port St. Joe, Florida 
and includes construc-
tion of approximately 
4,957 LF of 6”
(PVC) watermain, 443 
linear feet of 2” (PVC) 
watermain, 1,018 LF 
of 6” Fusible PVC 
(FPVC) directional 
bore, and associ-
ated connections and 
services. Work shall 
be performed by 
both open cut and 
directional drilling 
methods. There will 
also be asphalt patch-
ing, sidewalk removal 
and replacement, 
and other restoration 
associated with this 
work to restore the 
alleys and roadways 
once the project is 
complete.

Plans and specifica-
tions can be obtained 
at Dewberry Engineers 
Inc., 324 Marina Drive, 
Port St. Joe, Florida 
32456 by contacting 
Shannon Renfro at 
srenfro@dewberry.
com . The bid must 
conform to Section 
287.133(3) Florida 
Statutes, on public en-
tity crimes. There is no 
charge for electronic 
copies for the Plans 
and Specifications

The completion date 
for this project will 
be 270  days for Sub-
stantial Completion 
and 300  days for Final 
Completion from the 
date of the Notice to 
Proceed presented to 
the successful bidder. 
Liquidated damages 
for failure to complete 
the project on the 
specified date will be 
set at $1,750.00  per 
day.

Please indicate on 
the envelope that 
this is a sealed bid, 
for the “RFP 2024-09 
DOWNTOWN WATER 
SYSTEM IMPROVE-
MENTS PHASE 2 ”.

Bids will be received 
until 3:00 P.M., Eastern 
Time , on Friday, May 
3, 2024  at the City of 
Port St. Joe City Hall, 
305 Cecil G. Costin 
Sr. Blvd, Port St. Joe, 
Florida 32456, and 
will be opened and 
read aloud at  3:54 
P.M. Eastern Time . 
The City of Port St. 
Joe is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer/
Handicapped Acces-
sible/Fair Housing 
Jurisdiction.

The City of Port St. 
Joe reserves the right 
to waive informalities 
in any bid, to accept 
and/or reject any or 
all bids, and to accept 
the bid that in their 
judgment will be in 
their best interest. 
All bids shall remain 
firm for a period of 
sixty days after the 
opening. A mandatory
Pre-Bid conference 
will be held at the of-
fice of Dewberry, 324 
Marina Drive, Port St. 
Joe, FL (850) 227-7200 
at 10:30 AM EST, April 
10, 2024.

All bidders shall com-
ply with all applicable 
State and local laws 
concerning licensing 
registration and regu-
lation of contractors 
doing business to the 
State of Florida.

If you have any ques-
tions, please contact 
Josh Baxley in writing 
at jbaxley@dewberry.
com by April 19, 2024.

March 28, 2024
April 4, 2024

378
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
WORKSHOP TO
DISCUSS
REGIONAL RURAL 
TRANSPORTATION 
PLAN

What: Regional Rural 
Transportation Plan 
Workshop
When: Tuesday, April 
9, 2024
Where: UF/IFAS Gulf 
County Extension Of-
fice; 232 E. Lake Ave. 
Wewahitchka, 32465
Time: 6:00-7:00 PM 
Central Daylight Time

The Apalachee 
Regional Planning 
Council will be holding 
a public workshop on 
the Regional Rural 
Transportation Plan 
(RRTP) to identify 
the County’s greatest 
transportation needs 
over the next 20 years. 
The public is invited to 
attend the workshop 
to provide input on 
priority transportation 
projects in the region.
For additional infor-
mation on this work-
shop or the RRTP con-
tact Kwentin Eastberg, 
Apalachee Regional 

Planning Council 
Deputy Director at the 
at 850-488-6211, or by 
email at keastberg@
arpc.org .

April 4, 2024
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Filing # 194454005 
E-Filed 03/20/2024 
03:31:26 PM
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 14TH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN 
AND FOR GULF
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 2022-00088-
CA
U.S. BANK TRUST 
NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION, AS 
TRUSTEE OF BKPLEG 
HOLDING TRUST,

Plaintiff,
v.

DARRELL G. NICKELL; 
DONNA K.
NICKELL; et al,

Defendants.
/

NOTICE OF SALE 
PURSUANT TO CHAP-
TER 45

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Final Judgment in 
Foreclosure entered 
on February 18, 2024, 
and entered in Case 
No. 2022-00088-CA in 
the Circuit Court of 
the 14 th Judicial Cir-
cuit in Jackson, Coun-
ty, Florida, wherein  
U.S. BANK TRUST 
NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, AS TRUSTEE OF 
BKPL-EG HOLDING 
TRUST,  is the Plaintiff 
and  ALL UNKNOWN 
HEIRS, BENEFICIARIES, 
LEGATEES, DEVISEES, 
PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES, CREDITORS 
AND ANY OTHER 
PERSON CLAIMING BY, 
THROUGH, UNDER OR 
AGAINST DARRELL G. 
NICKELL, DECEASED; 
DONNA K. NICKELL; 
DEPARTMENT OF THE 
TREASURY - INTERNAL 
REVENUE SERVICE; 
BAY COUNTY HEALTH 
SYSTEM, LLC, D/B/A 
BAY MEDICAL CENTER 
- SACRED HEART 
HEALTH SYSTEM 
F/K/A BAY MEDICAL 
CENTER, A SPECIAL 
DISTRICT, CHAPTER 
2005- 343, LAWS OF 
FLORIDA; BAY MEDI-
CAL CENTER, L.L.C., 
A SPECIAL DISTRICT, 
CHAPTER 95-510, 
LAWS OF FLORIDA; 
UNKNOWN TENANT 
#1; UNKNOWN TEN-
ANT #2 N/K/A DANA 
MARIE CLARK; LEWIS 
DEAN NICKELL, SR.;
LADORA NUNNERY; 
TODD NICKELL. , are 
the Defendants. The 
Clerk of the Court, 
will sell to the high-
est bidder for cash, 
Online at https://gulf.
realforeclose.com  on 
April 25, 2024, at 11:00 
AM, CST , following 
described real prop-
erty as set forth in 
said Final Judgment, 
to wit:

BEGINNING AT ST. 
JOE PAPER COMPANY 
MONUMENT MARK-
ING THE SE CORNER 
OF SECTION 35, T3S, 
R10W, GULF COUNTY, 
FLORIDA AND THENCE 
RUN SOUTH 86 DE-
GREES 39` 48` WEST 
ALONG THE SOUTH 
BOUNDARY LINE OF 
SAID SECTION 35 
FOR 228.13 FEET TO A 
POINT ON THE EAST-
ERLY RAY LINE OF 
STATE ROAD NO. 71; 
THENC TURN RIGHT 
ALONG SAID R/W LINE 
ALONG THE ARC OF A 
CURVE TO THE LEFT 
WHICH HAS A RADIUS 
OF 4384.04 FEET AND 
A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 
05 DEGREES 10` 23` 
FOR AN ARC LENGTH 
OF 85 DEGREES 55` 
02`` EAST FOR 634.08 
FEET; THENCE SOUTH 
03 DEGREES 21` 05`` 
EAST FOR 390.04 
FEET; THENCE SOUTH 
85 DEGREES 55` 02` 
WEST FOR 484.24 FEET 
TO POB SAID LAND 
LYING AND BEING 
IN SECTION 35 AND 
36, T3S, R10W, GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA 
AND HAVING AN AREA 
OF 261,338.22 SQUARE 
FEET OF 6.00 ACRES, 
MORE OR LESS.

EXCEPTING THERE-
FROM, ALL THAT 
CERTAIN LAND SITU-
ATE IN GULF COUNTY, 
STATE OF FLORIDA, 
TO -WIT; COMMENCE 
AT THE SE CORNER 
OF SECTION 36, T3S, 
R10W, AND THENCE 
RUN 86 DEGREES 
39` 48` EAST FOR A 
DISTANCE OF 227.93 
FT. TO THE EASTERN 
R/W LINE OF SR 71; 
THENCE RUN NORTH 
145,5 FT., M/L, TO THE 
SOUTHERN R/W OF 
A PAVED DRIVEWAY; 
THENCE EASTERLY 
ALONG THE SOUTH 
SIDE OF SAID PAVED 
DRIVEWAY 227.93 FT., 
M/L, TO THE BOUND-
ARY LINE BETWEEN 

SECTION 35 AND 36, 
T3S, R10W; THENCE 
SOUTH ALONG SAID 
SECTION LINE TO THE 
POB, CONTAINING 3/4 
ACRE, M/L.

TAX MAP OR PARCEL 
10 NO.: 01369-11012

Property Address: 3420 
N. HWY 71, WEWAHI-
TCHKA, FL 32465

ANY PERSON CLAIM-
ING AN INTEREST IN 
THE SURPLUS FROM 
THE SALE, IF ANY,
OTHER THAN THE 
PROPERTY OWNER AS 
OF THE DATE OF THE 
LIS PENDENS MUST 
FILE A CLAIM BEFORE 
THE CLERK REPORTS 
THE SURPLUS AS 
UNCLAIMED.

IMPORTANT 

IF YOU ARE A PERSON 
WITH A DISABILITY 
WHO NEEDS ANY AC-
COMMODATION IN OR-
DER TO PARTICIPATE 
IN THIS PROCEEDING, 
YOU ARE ENTITLED, 
AT NO COST TO YOU, 
TO THE PROVISION OF 
CERTAIN ASSISTANCE. 
PLEASE CONTACT THE 
ADA COORDINATOR 
BY MAIL AT P. O.
BOX 1089, PANAMA 
CITY, FL 32402 OR BY 
PHONE AT (850) 767-
3550 AT LEAST SEVEN 
(7) DAYS BEFORE 
YOUR SCHEDULED 
COURT APPEARANCE, 
OR IMMEDIATELY 
UPON RECEIVING THIS 
NOTIFICATION IF THE 
TIME BEFORE
THE SCHEDULED 
APPEARANCE IS LESS 
THAN SEVEN (7) DAYS. 
IF YOU ARE HEARING 
OR VOICE IMPAIRED, 
PLEASE CALL 711 OR 
EMAIL ADAREQUEST@
JUD14.FLCOURTS.ORG.

CERTIFICATE OF 
SERVICE
I HEREBY CERTIFY 
that a true and correct 
copy of the foregoing 
was served via e-mail
upon all parties 
registered to receive 
notification via the 
service list for this ac-
tion maintained by the 
Florida Courts E-Filing 
Portal Governed By 
The Florida Courts E-
Filing Authority or via 
U.S. Mail to those par-
ties on the attached 
service list on this 20 
th day of March, 2024.
GHIDOTTI | BERGER 
LLP
Attorney for Plaintiff
1031 North Miami 
Beach Blvd North Mi-
ami Beach, FL 33162
Telephone: (305) 
501.2808
Facsimile: (954) 
780.5578
By: /s/ Tara L. Mess-
inger, Esq.
Chase A. Berger, Esq. 
Florida Bar No.: 083794 
Tara L. Messinger, Esq. 
Florida Bar No.0059454
fcpleadings@ghidot-
tiberger.com 

SERVICE LIST
CASE NO.: 2022-00088-
CA
All Unknown Heirs, 
Beneficiaries, 
Legatees, Devisees, 
Personal Representa-
tives, Creditor and Any 
other Person Claiming 
by, Through, Under 
or against Darrell G. 
Nickell, Deceased
3420 N. Highway 71
Wewahitchka, FL 
32465

Donna K. Nickell
3420 N. Highway 710
Wewahitchka, FL 
32465

Bay County Healthcare 
Services, LLC, D/B/A 
Bay Medical Center - 
Sacred Heart Health 
System
F/K/A Bay Medical 
Center, A Special 
District, Chapter 2005- 
343, Laws of Florida
C/O Corporation 
Service Company
1201 Hays Street
Tallahassee, FL 32301

Bay Medical Center, 
L.L.C., A Special Dis-
trict, Chapter 95-510, 
Laws of Florida
C/O Pallegar, Geetha 
Mrs
1811 Bayshore Gar-
dens Parkway
Bradenton, FL 34207

Department of The 
Treasury - Internal 
Revenue Service C/O 
Katherine C. Kerwin, 
Esq.
111 N. Adams Street, 4 
th Floor
Tallahassee, FL 32301
Usafln.state.court@
usdoj.gov

Unknown Tenant #1
3420 N. Hwy 71
Wewahitchka, FL 
32465

Unknown Tenant #2 
N/K/A Dana Marie 
Clark
3420 N. Hwy 71
Wewahitchka, FL 
32465

Lewis Dean Nickell, Sr
3420 N HWY 71

Wewahitchka, FL 
32465

Ladora Nunnery
3110 S HWY 71
Wewahitchka, FL 
32465

Todd Nickell
7518 Pinewood Dr., 
Lot 83
Mabelvale, AR 72103

April 4, 11, 2024
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PUBLIC NOTICE

A Public Hearing will 
be held before the 
Gulf County Planning 
and Development 
Review Board (PDRB) 
on Monday, April 15, 
2024, at 8:45 a.m. 
EST and thereafter a 
Quasi-Judicial Hearing 
before the Gulf County 
Board of County Com-
missioners (BOCC) 
meeting on Tuesday, 
April 23, 2024, at 9:00 
a.m. EST. Both the 
Public Hearing and the 
Quasi-Judicial Hearing 
will be held in the 
Donald H. Butler Com-
mission Chamber lo-
cated in the Robert M. 
Moore Administration 
Building at the Gulf 
County Courthouse 
Complex, 1000 Cecil G. 
Costin Sr. Blvd., in Port 
St. Joe, Florida. The 
Public Hearing before 
the PDRB will be to 
discuss, review, and 
submit recommenda-
tions to the BOCC on 
the following:

Small Scale Map 
Amendment- APPLI-
CANT- Gulf County 
Food and Beverage, 
LLC. LOCATION: 49.00 
acres of a 74.46-acre 
parcel along US Hwy 
98. Port St. Joe, FL 
32456 Parcel Number: 
03072-061R Section 
19 Township 8 South 
Range 10 West. 
MEETING APPEAL: 
Requesting an ap-
proximate 49.00-acre 
land use change 
from Agricultural to 
Mixed Commercial / 
Residential.

The public is encour-
aged to attend and be 
heard on these mat-
ters. Information prior 
to the Public Hearing 
and Quasi-Judicial 
Hearing can be viewed 
at the Planning De-
partment at 1000 Cecil 
G. Costin Sr. Blvd., 
Room 400.

Pursuant to F.S. 
286.0105 :
If a person decides to 
appeal any decision 
made by the board, 
agency or commis-
sion, with respect to 
any matter consid-
ered at such meeting 
or hearing, he will 
need a record of the 
proceedings, and that, 
for such purpose, he 
may need to ensure 
that a verbatim record 
of the proceedings is 
made, which record 
includes the testimony 
and evidence upon 
which the appeal is to 
be based.

Americans with Dis-
abilities Act
Pursuant to the provi-
sions of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, 
any person requiring 
special accommoda-
tions to participate 
in this workshop/
meeting is asked to 
advise the County at 
least 3 days before the 
workshop/meeting/ 
hearing by contacting: 
County Administra-
tors Office at (850) 
229-6106. If you are 
hearing or speech 
impaired, please 
contact Gulf County 
by utilizing and mak-
ing the necessary 
arrangements with the 
Florida Coordination 
Council for the Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing at 
(866) 602-3275.

April 4, 2024
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REQUEST FOR BIDS & 
QUALIFICATIONS

General Contractor 
bids and qualifica-
tions to be accepted 
at the offices of the 
Architect, Quina 
Grundhoefer Archi-
tects, 400 W Romana 
Street, Pensacola, 
Florida 32502 and will 
be opened and evalu-
ated by the Architect 
and the First United 
Methodist of Port St. 
Joe Building Commit-
tee on the date and 
times listed below for 
the construction of the 
following project:

First United Methodist 
Hurricane Rebuild –
The church is located 
at 1001 Constitution 
Drive in downtown 
Port St. Joe, Florida 
32456. Digital copies of 
plans and specifica-
tions will be available 
on request from the 
office of Quina Grund-
hoefer Architects, P.A.
,  400 West Romana 

Street, Pensacola, FL 
32502 (850-433-5575) 
or may be requested 
by emailing qg@qgar-
chitects.com . Submit-
tal Opening: Thursday, 
May 2, 2024, at 2:00 
p.m., Central time. 
Bids may be emailed, 
mailed, or delivered to 
the Architect’s office.
PLEASE NOTE, a 
Pre-Submittal Zoom 
Meeting will be held 
on Thursday, April 
4, 2024, at 10:00 am, 
Central time and 
potential contractors 
may schedule a site 
visit during the week 
after April 4th. Please 
contact the church 
office (850) 227-1724 
to make an appoint-
ment. Contractors are 
encouraged to join the 
meeting. Minority Con-
tractors are encour-
aged to participate. 
All questions should 
be sent by email to 
qg@qgarchitects.com 
. All questions should 
be submitted by April 
24, 2024. Responses 
to questions will 
be shared with all 
interested contractors 
and will be posted on 
the Church web-
site. Any submittal 
received after the 
above-mentioned 
date and time will not 
be considered. The 
funding for this project 
is from the Federal 
Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA). 
The contractor must 
be fully bondable for 
the project amount. 
The Owner reserves 
the right to waive 
formalities in the pro-
cess and reject any/
and or all submittals. 
Selection recommen-
dations to the Church 
Administrative Board 
are pending subject 
to final review and 
verification of required 
documents. This 
notice is also posted 
at the Church website:
https://psjumc.org/
rebuild/rfq-rfp/ The 
First United Method-
ist Church of Port St. 
Joe, Mr. Boyd Bulger, 
Church Building Com-
mittee Chairman.

April 4, 11, 18, 2024
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE FOURTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

RONALD E. MAYHANN,
Plaintiff,

v. Case No.: 23-58 CA

KERESSA DOMINIK 
BRUCE,
Defendant.
                                 /

NOTICE OF FORECLO-
SURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN, pursuant to 
a Final Judgment on 
Foreclosure dated 
December 6, 2023, en-
tered in Case No. 2023 
CA 58 of the Circuit 
Court of the Four-
teenth Judicial Circuit 
in and for Gulf County, 
Florida, wherein RON-
ALD E. MAYHANN is 
the Plaintiff, and KER-
ESSA DOMINIK BRUCE; 
AND ALL UNKNOWN 
PARTIES CLAIMING 
BY, THROUGH, UNDER, 
AND AGAINST THE 
HEREIN NAMED INDI-
VIDUAL DEFENDANT 
WHO IS NOT KNOWN 
TO BE DEAD OR ALIVE, 
WHETHER SAID UN-
KNOWN PARTIES MAY 
CLAIM AN INTEREST 
AS SPOUSES, HEIRS, 
DEVISEES, GRANTEES 
OR OTHER CLAIMANTS 
are the Defendants, 
the undersigned will 
sell to the highest and 
best bidder for cash 
by electronic sale at 
realforeclosure.com
, 11:00 a.m. Eastern
on Thursday, 2 May, 
2024 the following de-
scribed real property 
as set forth in said 
Final Summary Judg-
ment on Foreclosure, 
to-wit: Lots 7, 8, 9, 10, 
and 11, less 10 feet off 
the South side of Lot 
7, all in Block 13, Gulf 
County Land Company 
Subdivision, according 
to the official plat 
thereof on file in the 
office of the Clerk of 
Court, Gulf County, 
Florida, Plat Book 1, 
Page 11.

Any person claim-
ing an interest in the 
surplus from the sale, 
if any, other than the 
property owner as 
of the date of the lis 
pendens must file a 
claim within 60 days 
after sale.

DATED this 26th day of 
March 2024.
Rebecca L. Norris, 
Clerk of Court
By: Electroni-
cally Filed Gulf Case 
#23000058CAAXMX 
03/26/2024 02:01:44 
PM
Deputy Clerk

April 4, 11, 2024
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UNFORGETTABLE COAST
Spring has arrived and with it 

comes beauty and excitement 
throughout Franklin and Gulf 
counties. The Times and the Star 
welcome readers to submit their 
best photographs. All subject mat-
ter is welcome, a beautiful place, 
interesting wildlife, a vivid person, 

an unusual image, we want to share 
it on this page.

Please email photographs, 
labeled “Unforgettable Coast” 
and with a short description and 
name of the photographer, to 
Editor David Adlerstein at dadler-
stein@nevespublishing.com

Brantley White, 5, right, and Ellie Mae White, 3, enjoy fishing at Buddy Ward Seafood 
Landing Park in Apalachicola.  BAYLEE WHITE 

A view from the Port St. Joe marina  BECKY BLOCK   Aloe plant in bloom  JUDIE MCCORMICK 

Sunrise flight at Cape San Blas  JAY ELLIOFF 

PET OF THE
WEEK
OF THE
WEEK

Franklin County Humane Society

Mork is a very sweet and
gentle 1 yr old Beagle mix.
He walks well on leash, loves
people and other dogs.
Hounds make wonderful
family pets and at only 30
pounds, is a nice size for
most households. If you
are looking for a loving and
gentle dog to add to your
family, you’ll want to consider
adopting Mork!

www.forgottenpets.org

NF-11120926

Mary Johnson
REALTOR®

850-370-0044

Beach Properties 
of Florida

140 W. 1st Street
St. George Island, 

FL 32328
www.sgiproperties.com

Stone is a very 
handsome 10 month 

LabDoberman mix and 
a very good boy. His 

coat is a stunning blue 
and his happy and open 

expression a delight. 
He is still a puppy so is 
a work in progress but 
he does know basic 
commands. He does 

well with dogs, cats and 
kids but due to his size, 
small children wouldn’t 
be advisable. The only 

thing he can’t tolerate are 
chickens!

Franklin County Humane 
Society, 244 State Road 

65, Eastpoint, FL 
32328 | Phone: 
(850) 670-8417

www.forgottenpets.org

If you are unable to adopt at this time, perhaps
you could foster or make a Donation. All pets
adopted from SJBHS will be current on vaccinations
and spayed/neutered. Please do not hesitate to
email cgodwin@sjbhumanesociety.org or call the
St. Joseph Bay Humane Society at 850-227-1103.

www.sjbhumanesociety.org

Elvis is a 5 year old, male
catahoula/hound mix. He
is the shelter’s longest
resident and we are so
ready to find him a home!
He loves going for walks
and is great on a leash.
Elvis loves to give hugs
and is great with other
dogs and even cats. He
is so handsome with one
brown and one blue eye.
Elvis can’t wait to meet his
forever family!

www.gulfcoastalproperties.com N
F-
11

07
95

70
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PETOF THE
WEEK

St. Joseph Bay Humane Society

Hi, I’m Angus! I am a 3 year 
old 55 pound catahoula 
leopard dog mix. I am a lover 
boy, all I want is attention 
and treats! I am mostly dog 
friendly but have not been 
tested with cats yet. I would 
make a wonderful addition to 
almost any home! Come by 
the shelter to meet me and all 
of my friends! 
www.sjbhumanesociety.org
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A COMMUNITY’S SERVICE AGENCIES ARE ONLY AS SUCCESSFUL AS THE BUSINESSES AND PEOPLE WHO SUPPORT THEM.

CELEBRATE COMMUNITY

It has long been said by 
environmentally conscious 
Floridians, who wish to treat 
the fragile outdoors gently 
and ethically, that it is best to 
“take only pictures, leave only 
footprints.”

In homage to that command-
ment, the Florida Department 
of  Environmental Protection 
each year offers a photo contest 
to find the best images found 

among the 175 state parks, 
trails and historic sites that 
offer beautiful backdrops for 
recreational and nature-based 
photos.

The department wrote that 
“the judges of  this year's photo 
contest, “Capture the Real 
Florida,” received numerous 
submissions from talented 
photographers, and their awe-
inspiring images left everyone 
speechless, making judging 
them a difficult task. 

Semifinalists were selected 
within three photography 
divisions: Professional/Hob-
byist, Student and Mobile 
Phone, from the 12 photo con-
test categories: Landscape, 
Wildlife, Birds, Waterscapes, 
Night Skies, Details and Small 
Things, Park Experiences, 

Park Adventures, Plants and 
Flowers, Camping, Trails and 
Sightseeing.

The Star and Times are 
pleased to present some of  the 
contest’s winners, as well as a 
sampling of  the top finishers 
among photos taken along the 
Forgotten Coast.

State parks’ photos capture their allure
Natural seduction
David Adlerstein
dadlerstein@nevespublishing.com

This Bird photo, Fine Dining on St. George Island!, a semifinalist in the Professional/Hob-
byist category, was taken at Dr. Julian G Bruce St. George Island State Park.  ROBIN FRANCIS 

This Camping photo, Beautiful Camping on St. George Island, a finalist in the Professional/
Hobbyist category, was taken at Dr. Julian G. Bruce St. George Island State Park. "It was 
such a joy for us to stay at (the park) for a week, just a few yards away from its miles of 
beautiful and unspoiled beaches!” wrote the photographer. “The campground and the 
surrounding area were incredibly peaceful, and we plan to return again every year. I felt 
that this photo captured the essence and beauty of this gem of a state park!"  JACK MCMULLEN 

This Landscape photo, Morning Glow, the winner in the Professional/Hobbyist category, 
was taken at Manatee Springs State Park. “Getting up early in the morning is essential to 
capture the wildlife here. It is always a big inspiration for my photography, and this morn-
ing proved to pay off big,” wrote the photographer. “As the sun ascended, the combina-
tion of the fog and sun created a near-picture-perfect combination that stopped me in my 
tracks.  JOHN HOOTMAN 

This Waterscape photo, Blue Grace, second place in the Professional / Hobbyist category, 
was taken at Ichetucknee Springs State Park. "Each time I swim in the Ichetucknee Blue 
Hole, I feel as though I've pulled back the curtain for a fleeting glimpse of an alien world,” 
wrote the photographer. “I get an elated sense that I've just witnessed a precious secret 
of the universe that most will never see, but all should. Words do it no justice. There's no 
more inspiring place to bring a camera than our Florida Aquifer."  CURT MASON 

This Waterscape photo, It Never Ceases, first place in the Student Category, was taken at 
Hillsborough River State Park by a student at Ross University School of Veterinary Medi-
cine. The park, she wrote, “is one of my most loved parks in Florida, and I've spent just as 
many days there in the rain as I have in the sunshine. This particular day was relatively 
overcast and not the best time of day for wildlife, but the river was almost the clearest 
I've ever seen it. I wanted to try and capture the flow of the water, and being that it was 
darker out it was the perfect occasion to just sit with a slow shutter and let my lens drink 
it all in."  HOPE BARTLIN 

This bird photo, Friendly Visitor, a semifinalist in the Mobile Phone category, was taken at 
Dr. Julian G. Bruce St. George Island State Park.  KATERYNA OVCHARENKO 
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Our little Easter Bunny 
is hopping around, happy! 
Thanks to your generous dona-
tions, children were smiling on 

Easter morning,
Sheriff  Mike Harrison’s Eas-

ter Basket Drive was a huge 
success due to the fundrais-
ing efforts of  Coastal Com-
munity Association of  South

Gulf  County and the VFW Post 
#10069 and all of  the generous 
and caring donors in the com-
munity. Thanks to each and 
every one of  them.

Through these donations just 
shy of  300 baskets and stuffed 
bunnies were given out for 
Easter to less fortunate and 
deserving kids from one end 
of  Gulf  County to the other by 
the sheriff ’s deputies.

In addition to meeting all the 
needs for baskets and stuffed 
bunnies for the kids, the ad-
ditional funds that were do-
nated were split by the sheriff  
between Two Fish Ministries 
in Port St. Joe and the Wewahi-
tchka Ministerial Association 
Food Pantry. So not only did the 
children have a visit from the 
Easter Bunny, but they were 
also well-fed on Easter as well.

Donors dropped off  baskets 
and stuffed bunnies at various

spots throughout South Gulf  
County. Thanks to these busi-
nesses for helping: Cape Trad-
ing Post, St. Joseph Bay Golf  
Club, Beach Realty, Capital 
City Bank, and The Mercantile 
Mill and Southern Styles. Other 
donors choose to make cash 
contributions. The Duren’s 
Piggly Wiggly in Port St Joe or-
dered CCA baskets at wholesale 
prices to make the donations 
go further. The Lion’s Club 
and the Realtor Association 
of  Franklin & Gulf  County 
stepped up big time.

We appreciate all the CCA 
board members who gave 
their time and effort to put on 
the Liar’s Challenge to raise 
funds, obtain the donations, 
do the shopping, and pick up 
and deliver the baskets to the 
sheriff ’s office for the deputies 
to get them to the kids. Special 
See GCSO EASTER, Page 8B

The Bay Area Choral Society 
will present their Spring Con-
cert “Celebrate Music: Why We 
Sing” on Friday, April 12, at 
First United Methodist Church 
in Port St. Joe and Saturday, 
April 13 at Trinity Episcopal 
Church in Apalachicola.

Tickets for both concerts, 
each at 6 p.m. ET, are $20 for 
adults and $5 for students and 
can be purchased from BACS 
members or online at https://
www.tinyurl.com/BACS-tick-
ets. Tickets for the Port St. Joe 
concert can also be purchased 
at No Name Books & Gifts.

BACS will also perform a chil-
dren’s concert for third graders 
from Port St. Joe Elementary 
School, and elementary stu-
dents from Franklin County 
Schools on Friday, April 12, at 
11 a.m. at First United Meth-
odist Church of  Port St. Joe. 
Sponsors for this concert are 
the PTO of  Port St. Joe Elemen-
tary School and Duren’s Piggly 
Wiggly in Port St. Joe. 

With funding from The Tap-
per Foundation, BACS commis-
sioned Ed Hogan to compose 
a song that expresses how the 
beauty of  our surroundings 
on the Forgotten Coast fill us 
with music. Under the direc-

tion of  BACS Choral Director 
Dana Langford, the song “The 
Maker’s Song” will debut dur-
ing the Spring Concert.

Hogan will also provide, dur-
ing the concerts, brief  narra-
tives on composition, genre, 
and instrumentation to edu-
cate and provide incentive for 
students and their parents to 
further pursue music. Vocalists 
and symphonic instrumental-
ists from the Florida State Uni-
versity doctoral program will 
also participate in the concerts.

Hogan earned a degree from 
Florida State University where 
he studied music education 

and composition. He was a 
high school band director for 
11 years before founding EHF 
productions, a full-service 
music and audio production 
company. For over 20 years, 
Hogan has been involved with 
every aspect of  the produc-
tion of  church music. He has 
received 33 JW Pepper “Edi-
tor’s Choice” awards - 11 for 
choral orchestrations, six for 
instrumental projects and 16 
for choral arrangements.

Hogan resides in Carrollton, 
Georgia, with his wife, Carol, 
and enjoys spending time with 
his two daughters and grand-

children.
Since 1989, BACS has been 

committed to providing cho-
ral musical excellence in the 
Forgotten Coast area. Music 
is directed and performed by 
a volunteer chorus and local 
accomplished musicians dedi-
cated to producing a high stan-
dard of  music to entertain and 
educate audiences. With music 
and narrative, audiences are 
exposed to various genres and 
eras of  music and provided the 
highest quality performance 
and educational experiences.

Annette Cederholm is a mem-
ber of  the Bay Area Choral 
Society.

Annette Cederholm
Guest Columnist

Patricia Hardman
Guest Columnist

Choral society’s Spring Concert to debut new work

Sheri� ’s Easter basket drive a success

Members of the Bay Area Choral Society, from left, front row: MacKay, Jo Branch, Frances 
Campbell, Diane Brewer, Ana Robbins, Debra Olds, Joy Tracy, Marilyn Freeman, and Dana 
Langford, BACS director. Second row, from left: Megan Lamb, Sara Freer, Susan Galloway, 
Martha Milas, Dr. Tamara Marsh, Carla May, Judy Burgess, and Elizabeth Sisung. Third row, 
from left: Melissa Watson, Robin Paulson, Annette Cederholm, Sandra McInnis, Meg Elliot, 
Rennie Edwards, Ina M. Meyer and Sophia Fonseca. Back row, from left: Dan Paulson, David 
Davis, Mike Giere, Scott Davis, Desmond King, John Nagy, Tyler Freeman, Josh Hall, Bill Hamil-
ton, Randy Jones, Randy Mims and Sam Anttila.   BACS | CONTRIBUTED 

The BACS commissioned composer Ed 
Hogan, above, to write a song about the For-
gotten Coast that will debut at the concerts.   

WWW.EDHOGANMUSIC.COM 

Winners at the Chili Cook-off were, from left: third place Tony Johnson, second place Tim 
Woxman and first place Debbie Howells.  PAT SEWELL FUNDERBURK 

Six dedicated members of  the GFWC 
Wewahitchka Woman’s Club are gearing 
up for an exciting journey to the GFWC 
Florida Annual Convention in Orlando 
this month. This convention serves as a 
gathering point for clubs from all corners 
of  Florida, where they engage in business 
meetings, listen to inspiring speakers, and 
celebrate achievements through awards.

The Wewahitchka Woman’s Club has a 
proud history of  excellence, having been 
honored with the title of  GFWC Florida 
Outstanding Club of  the year for category 
2 twice in recent years. As they head to this 
year’s convention, their sights are set on 
bringing home more accolades. However, 
they emphasize that true victory lies in 
the impact they make on their community.

Reflecting on their achievements in 
2023, the club proudly shares statistics 

that speak volumes about their dedica-
tion and commitment. With 36 members, 
they worked on an impressive 230 projects, 
dedicating a staggering 11,051 hours to 
volunteer work. Their financial contribu-
tions were equally commendable, with 
donations totaling $9,731 and in-kind dona-
tions amounting to $12,711. Additionally, 
the club spent $9,795 on various initiatives 
and raised $7,524 to support their causes.

Their projects span across a wide range 
of  community service programs, includ-
ing Arts and Culture, Civic Engagement 
and Outreach, Education and Libraries, 
Environment, and Health and Wellness. 
Furthermore, they actively participate 
in GFWC and GFWC Florida Special Pro-
grams such as Domestic Violence Aware-
ness and prevention, GFWC JUNIORS 
– Breath- Cystic Fibrosis Awareness, and 
the State President’s Project, Camp Boggy 
Creek.

However, the club is quick to acknowl-
edge its success is shared with the nu-
merous partners and sponsors who share 
their vision and enable them to continue 
the impactful work they’ve been doing 
since 1932. 

The GFWC Wewahitchka Woman’s Club 
meetings are the second Tuesday of  the 
month at 5:30 p.m. CT at the Wewahitchka 
Senior Citizens Building. Join us to learn 
more about the 87-year-old club and how 
you can be a part of  it and make a positive 
difference in your community and more. 
Contact us at gfwcwewawomansclub@
gmail.com.

The GFWC Wewahitchka Woman’s Club 
is a non-profit, 501c (3) volunteer charity 
organization whose purpose is to promote 
and provide civic, educational, and chari-
table activities that enrich the lives, and 
the environment in the service area of  
Wewahitchka.

Rhonda Alderman
Guest Columnist

Volunteer work making a di�erence in community
WEWAHITCHKA WOMAN’S CLUB
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Real Estate Source
YOUR

The Best Values on the Forgotten Coast
MLS 316118 • MEXICO BEACH • $849,900 

• 3 Bedroom, 3 Bath; 2247 SF (Plus Outdoor Spaces)
• Custom Home, Open Concept, Many Qualities
• X Flood Zone, 1 Block to the Gulf, So Much To Love

MEXICO BEACH RETREAT

www.gulfcoastalproperties.com

-Listing Agent-
Sherry Siclare

Cell: 850.454.5676  
Office: 850.227.7770

MLS 316326 • CARRABELLE • $750,000 

• 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath; 2306 SF (Plus Outdoor Spaces)
• Cathedral Ceilings, Open Floor Plan, Hardwood Floors
� 5LYeU fURQW �00·� %RDW /LfW DQG 'eeS :DWeU 'RcNDJe

GET A PEACEFUL, EASY FEELING

www.gulfcoastalproperties.com

-Listing Agent-
Beth Barber 

Cell: 850.528.4141   
Office: 850.��7.�0�0

MLS 315558 • PORT ST JOE • $599,900

• 2 Bedroom, 2 Bath; 1636 SF 
• Completely Remodeled and Like New!
• Detached Garage, Porch Views of the Bay

CUTE COTTAGE WITH BAY VIEWS

www.gulfcoastalproperties.com

-Listing Agent-
Rod Cabezas  

Cell: 850.624.8044   
Office: 850.227.7777

This Space is Reserved for 

YOUR LISTING

Call Coastal Realty Group, the Number 1 Selling Real Estate 
Company along the Forgotten Coast.

We Have 4 Offices and 30 Agents to Serve You!

Carrabelle St. George/Apalach Cape San Blas Port St. Joe
( 8 5 0 ) 6 9 7 - 1 0 1 0 ( 8 5 0 ) 9 2 7 - 2 7 0 0 ( 8 5 0 ) 2 2 7 - 7 7 7 0 ( 8 5 0 ) 2 2 7 - 7 7 7 7

w w w . gul fc oas tal p rop erties . c om

MLS RD316885A • Cape San Blas • $1,124,900
FULLY FURNISHED 

BEACH HOME

William Rish, Jr.
Rish Real Estate Group

850-227-5569
jay@floridagulfcoast.com (850) 227-9600

www.rishrealestategroup.com  

4 bedroom 3.5 bath home 
located in the exclusive 
community of Jubilation 
at Cape San Blas that is 
contiguous to federal land. 
Privacy, security, dedicated 
beach access, and a large 
community pool area all 
centrally located in the heart 
of Cape San Blas. Large 
great room design, covered front porch with spacious living and 
dining areas. Kitchen has spacious cabinets, waterfall quartz 
island, quartz countertops, stainless appliances, and rear entry. 
The master bedroom Ensuite is also located on the ground floor 
which is rare in a beach home and provides easy access. Master 
bath has a large custom tile shower, double vanity, and walk-in 
closet. The second level has an entertainment area with covered 
porch that has gulf views. There is a second master En-Suite with 
double vanity, custom tile shower, closet, and seating area. The 
two additional bedrooms share a bathroom and one is a bunk room 
design as well. The laundry room is on the second level. Outside 
shower and generous corner lot with gulf views.

With the  Dow 
Jones Industrial 
Average near 40,000 
and interest rates 
higher than we have 
seen in decades, 
where do interest 
rates and the stock 
markets go from 
here? And when? 

And by how much? 
Will the path be 
smooth or bumpy? 
Why? Let’s be hon-
est - you probably 
don’t know the an-
swer to these ques-
tions. 

To reciprocate 
your honesty: While 

I feel I can answer 
some of  them gen-
erally, I cannot an-
swer all of  them spe-
cifically. There are 
people, and most of  
them have a profit 
motive to sell sub-
scriptions or obtain 
assets under man-

agement, who will 
tell you they know. 
Some of  them say 
it very loudly and 
persuasively. And, 
if  they keep saying 
the same thing long 
enough, they may 
eventually be cor-
rect. In math, a posi-

tive number times 
a negative num-
ber will produce a 
negative number. 
Similarly, the right 
answer at the wrong 
time is wrong.

The stock markets:
Stock market indi-
ces (like the Dow 
Jones) help to give 
us some idea of  how 
a basket of  stocks

The following is a listing of  real estate 
sales in Franklin County. Each entry 
includes the day the sale was recorded 
with the clerk of  courts office, the ad-
dress or approximate address, names of  
the seller and the buyer, and sales price. 
All information is provided by the office 
of  Property Appraiser Rhonda Skipper.

MARCH 19: 49 East Pine Avenue, St. 
George Island, from Jeannette and Jo-
seph Poggi, to FWRE, LLC for $340,000

MARCH 19: 283 Frank McKamey Way, 
Carrabelle, from Ande Nazar, to Paula 
and Thomas Frings, for $90,000

The following is a listing of  real es-
tate sales in Gulf  County. Each entry 
includes the day the sale was recorded 
with the clerk of  courts office, the address 
or approximate address, names of  the 
seller and the buyer, and sales price. All 
information is provided by the office of  
Property Appraiser Mitch Burke.

MARCH 12: 184 Sea Dune Drive, Cape 
San Blas, from Penelope and David Ad-
ams to Donna Dickerson, for $705,000

MARCH 13: 403 Windmark Way, Port St. 
Joe, from Julie Holt to Erin and Joseph 
Payner, for $275,000

MARCH 13: 503 Woodward Avenue, Port 
St. Joe, from Rish Cottages LLC to 4T 

Properties LLC for $550,000
MARCH 14: 217 Signal Lane, Port St. Joe,

from Patricia and Kevin Donahue to LJB 
Properties LLC for $1,010,000

MARCH 14: Highway 71 South, Wewahi-
tchka, from Teal Timber LLC to H-Track 
Dozer Service Inc. for $111,714

MARCH 14: 2432 Park Avenue, Port 
St. Joe, from Emerald Coast Invest-
ment Fund II to Mary Ruth and Shawn 
Kravitsky, for $123,000

MARCH 14: Cockles Avenue, Mexico 
Beach, from Cheryl Alonzo and Evan 
Buchheim to John and Laree Tribitt 
Revocable Trust, for $299,800

Franklin County real estate sales

Gulf County real estate sales

Information for the newspaper's list of  mar-
riage licenses in Franklin and Gulf  counties 
comes from the clerk of  court's offices in the 
respective counties. The listings indicate 
the bride and groom, their ages, where they 
reside and when the marriage ceremony took 
place, unless not indicated on the license, 
in which case it is listed under the date the 
license was issued.

GULF COUNTY
Sunday, March 24
• Calvin Arnold Luebben, 28, and Tyana 
Rose Ahlman, 27, residing in Morristown, 
Minnesota

MARRIAGE LICENSES

Where do we go from here?

Walter L. Woodrick CFP
Guest Columnist

See GULF REAL ESTATE, Page 4B

See FRANKLIN REAL ESTATE, Page 4B

See WOODRICK, PAGE 8B
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MARCH 14: 145 Gulf Coast Circle, Port 
St. Joe, from Marie and Casey Ehrman 
to Deborah and Richard Mayhew, for 
$550,000

MARCH 14: 4876 Highway 71 North, Wewa-
hitchka, from Sunset Bound LLC to Cara 
and Evan Williams, for $69,000

MARCH 14: Wide Water Circle, Wewahi-
tchka, from Ali Izadi to Halie Jasinski 
for $24,900

MARCH 14: Maple Avenue, Wewahitchka,

from Lora and Alan Floyd to Cornelia 
Gortman, for $25,500

MARCH 15: Land Drive, Wewahitchka,
from Donna and Ronald Drew to Robert 
Keene, for $99,900

MARCH 15: 470 South Long Street, Port 
St. Joe, from Margaret O’Brein to New 
Venture Funding, LLC for $15,000

MARCH 15: Land Drive, Wewahitchka,
from Donna and Ronald Drew, to Robert 
Keene, for $99,900

MARCH 15: 135 Pine Street, Port St. Joe,
from Juliette Adams to Hallie and Chris-
topher Ziegler, for $865,000

MARCH 18: 227 Bay Street, Port St. Joe, 
from Judith and Thomas Seay to CMH 
Homes Inc. for $155,000

MARCH 18: Whippoorwill Avenue, Wewa-
hitchka, from Leslie and James Fleming 
to Veran Blackburn and Teresa Carlton, 
for $50,000

MARCH 18: 280 Cary Whitfield Road, We-
wahitchka, from Brenda Sue and Charles 
Laird, to Jencie and Bradley Bailey, for 
$70,000

MARCH 18: 10470 County Road 30-A, Port 
St. Joe, from April and George Landrum, 
Jr. to Sobeinfo 1816 Wewa LLC for $100,000

MARCH 19: Wide Water Circle, Wewahitch-
ka, from Jennifer and Thomas Gannaway, 
to Cynthia and David Boylan, for $67,000

MARCH 19: 371 Old Bay City Road, We-
wahitchka, from Mary Ann and Joseph 
Russell, to River J. Rollins, for $46,500

MARCH 19: 3012 Highway 71 North, We-
wahitchka, from Teramore Development 
LLC to Meadows Commercial Property 
Inc., for $1,995,000

MARCH 20: 149 Ocklawaha Road, Wewa-
hitchka, from Croft B. Ashmore to Pamela 
and Howard Barrett, for $305,000

MARCH 20: 153 Sly Street, Port St. Joe,
from Elizabeth and Paul Schueth to Pines 
2 Palms, LLC for $250,000

MARCH 21: 416 Hardy Street, Port St. 
Joe, from John Arnold to Tim Maloy and 
Dorinda Burgess, for $30,000

Hi Y’all,
I hope that you had 

a wonderful Easter! 
The regular La-

nark Village As-
sociation’s Thirsty 
Thursday covered 
dish became a very 
special event when 
we celebrated long-
time resident Bob 
Dietz’s 95th birth-
day. He is certainly 
one of  our favorite 
residents and we 
were lucky to have 
some of  his family 

with him. Bob also 
has the distinction 
of  being the last sur-
viving World War 
II Navy veteran in 
Franklin County.

Easter for the chil-
dren was great; La-
nark Village Golf  
Club course was 
buzzing Saturday 
with little children 
looking for Easter 
eggs. The golf  club, 
along with resi-
dents and friends, 
gathered to have 
a great time. Jon 
Brucker, along with 
other residents, or-
ganized this fun 
eve n t .  F r a n k l i n 
County Sheriff  A.J. 
Smith got the chil-
dren excited, then 
gave them the in-
structions on how 
to make this event 
a safe and fun event. 

A countdown sent 
the children (about 
35 of  them) eagerly 
running and laugh-
ing. The children 
received great gifts 
in exchange for the 
eggs they had col-
lected.

Later it was on 
to the American 
Legion Post 82 for 
a dinner of  pork or 
chicken gumbo, a 
great silent auction 
and music by Duke 
Manfro. Did I men-
tion great friends 
and smiling faces? 
This event was held 
to benefit Legion 
Rides for Project 
Relief, to help end 
veterans’ suicides. 
If  you don’t support 
the Legion, please 
consider that by do-
ing so you are hav-
ing good times and 

supporting a good 
cause. 

T his  Saturday, 
April 6 the golf  club 
will have a yard sale 
starting at 8 a.m. It 
will be held on Hef-
fernan Drive in the 
parking lot across 
from Chillas Hall. 
There will be many 
great bargains. 

Lanark Village 
has some concerns. 
It seems that our 
unique, quiet, his-
toric village has 
been faced with 
an application to 
Franklin County 
Planning and Zon-
ing to have one of  
the properties in 
the Village, at 2390 
Oak Street, changed 
from a C-4 to a C-3 
which will allow a 
recreational vehicle 
Park to be located 

within the bound-
aries of  the Village. 
You can get more 
information about 
this issue by drop-
ping in at Chillas 
Hall, Monday to Fri-
day from 9 to 11 a.m. 
You can call the 
County P & Z, Cortni 
Bankston or Mark 
Curenton at 850-653-
5337 for more infor-
mation. The date 
for the hearing has 
been announced as 
Tuesday, April 16 at 
the commissioners’ 
meeting. If  you want 
your voice heard, it 
is best to try to go to 
the meeting. Num-
bers speak loudly. 
You can get emails 
of  the county com-
missioners from 
the above number 
or by going to the 
website. The county 

commissioner for 
Lanark Village is 
Cheryl Sanders, at 
cheryl@franklin-
countyflorida.com. 
You can also contact 
County Coordinator 
Michael Moron at 
michael@franklin-
countyflorida.com . 

G o  t o  w w w .
franklincountyflor-
ida.com for any in-
formation that you 
need, this email will 
also instruct you on 
how to participate 
in the meeting by 
zooming.

Love Lanark.
Pat Sewell Fun-

derburk is the Times 
Lanark News colum-
nist. Be sure to send 
news and society 
items about Lanark 
Village life to her 
at p.funderburk@
yahoo.com

Happy to announce the Grand opening of Stanley Electric LLC! 
Here at Stanley Electric, we are “Committed to Excellence.”

With three decades of electrical experience in the Residential/commercial Industrial, no job is beyond my knowledge. I will Strive 
to prove that you are important to Stanley Electric LLC. Locally owned and operated out of Wewahitchka FL. I am committed to the 

community I grew up in! Please allow me to prove it! Stanley Electric is Licensed and fully insured in the state of Florida. 
Anything from loose outlets, additions, new construction, agricultural, shopping malls, or power generation we can accomplish 

your goals and dreams at fair rates and competitive price points. I look forward to navigating through the destinations with you! 
Please do not hesitate to call and get me in your corner for a no obligation estimate or consult today! 

850.381.5927- EC # 13013491-Insured

PUBLIC NOTICE
THE PLANNING AND ZONING ADJUSTMENT BOARD MAKES RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE FRANKLIN 
COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSION REGARDING YOUR APPLICATION. ALL APPLICANTS ARE 
NOTIFIED THAT IF YOUR APPLICATION IS DENIED, IT MAY NOT BE RESUBMITTED FOR ONE YEAR. 
ALSO, ANY PERSON WISHING TO APPEAL THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PLANNING AND ZONING 
ADJUSTMENT BOARD OR THE DECISION OF THE FRANKLIN COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSION 
BOARD ARE RESPONSIBLE TO ENSURE THAT A VERBATIM TRANSCRIPT OF THE PROCEEDINGS IS MADE.

Those wanting to view or participate virtually during the meeting should use the Zoom log-in/call-
in information that will be provided online by Thursday, April 4, 2024, by downloading the agenda 
for the Tuesday, April 9, 2024, Planning & Zoning Adjustment Board located at https://zoning.
franklincountyflorida.gov/agendas 

Meeting to be held, Tuesday, April 9, 2024 @ 5:30 PM at the Franklin County Courthouse Annex located 
at 34 Forbes Street, Apalachicola, FL 32320. If you have any questions, please contact the Zoning 
Department at (850) 653-9783 Option 4.

VARIANCE REQUESTS

A.  Consideration of a request for a variance to encroach 9.83 feet into the front 25-foot setback 
to construct a single-family residence on the property described as 2274 Highway 98, Lanark Village, 
Franklin County, Florida. Request submitted by Thurman Roddenberry, agent for Claude Gava, applicant.

B.  Consideration of a request for a variance to encroach the side setback and the MHWL setback 
of the property to place Riprap and fill to prevent further erosion. The property is described as 1241 
Alligator Drive, Alligator Point, Franklin County, Florida. Request submitted by Elva Peppers, Florida 
Environmental and Land Services, Inc., agent for David Getchell, applicant. 

C.  Consideration of a request for a variance to encroach 3 feet into the 10-foot side setback and to 
encroach 7 feet 9 inches into the 10-foot side setback. This proposal is to construct a 24’ x 15’ wood 
frame addition. The property is described as 612 Mariner Circle, Alligator Point, Franklin County, Florida. 
Request submitted owner Daniel & Suzette Oligmueller, applicant.

D.  Consideration to construct a 185’ communication tower and fenced supporting facility. Variance 
to construct 138’ above the 47’ max building height. The property is described as Parcel ID Number 
07-09S-08W-0000-0010-0000, Apalachicola, Franklin County, Florida. Request submitted by Mattaniah S. 
Jahn, agent for DESERET RANCHES OF N FL LLC, applicant.

THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSION ACTING AS THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT WILL ADDRESS THESE 
REQUESTS AT THEIR REGULAR MEETING ON APRIL 16, 2024 @ 9:00AM.

**PERSONS WISHING TO COMMENT MAY DO SO IN PERSON OR IN WRITING TO THE FRANKLIN COUNTY 
ZONING DEPARTMENT, 34 FORBES STREET, SUITE 1, APALACHICOLA, FLORIDA 32320. TRANSCRIPTS 
OF THIS HEARING WILL NOT BE RECORDED, PERSONS WISHING TO RECORD THE PROCEEDINGS MUST 
MAKE THE NECESSARY ARRANGEMENTS TO DO SO.**

MARCH 20: Palmer Pointe Townhomes, 
Unit C-4, Apalachicola, from D.R. Horton, 
Inc. to Cara and Santo McAdoo, for $299,900

MARCH 21: 163 Bay Colony Way, Apala-
chicola, from Linda and James McIntire 
to Benjamin Bloodworth, for $59,000

MARCH 21: 272 Magnolia Bay Drive, East-
point, from Cheryl and Terry Whaley, to 
James Anders II, for $85,000

MARCH 22: 135 Anhinga Court, St. James 
Bay, from Golden Construction Company, 
Inc. to Cleo and John Karlberg, for $425,000

MARCH 22: 2508 Highway 98, Lanark Vil-
lage, from Jennifer and Jason Lewis, to 
Tracy and Jan Wivestad, for $225,000

FRANKLIN REAL ESTATE
From page 3B

GULF REAL ESTATE
From page 3B

Opposition mounts against Lanark RV park
LANARK NEWS

Pat Sewell Funderburk
Guest Columnist
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Camp Gordon Johnston 
World War II Museum in Car-
rabelle in April is presenting 
an exhibit to remember the 
Holocaust, Hitler’s program 
to commit genocide against 
those he deemed unworthy, 
especially Europe’s Jews. 

This exhibit is on display at 
the museum until Saturday, 
April 27. The museum is open 
every Tuesday through Satur-
day from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. There 
is no charge for admission, but 
donations are gladly accepted.

Beginning in 1933, the Ger-
man government established 
prison, labor, concentration, 
and extermination camps 
throughout their territories, 
including in countries they 
occupied before and during 
the war. Groups that were ar-
rested and detained included 
Roma, Communists, Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, homosexuals, the 
disabled and especially Jews. 
Some 12 million people per-
ished in the more than 44,000 
facilities, ghettos and killing 
fields across Europe, including 
six million Jews. 

The museum acknowledges 
the need for all citizens to un-
derstand this dark period of  

history, what caused it, who 
perpetrated it, and how some 
resisted and fought their cap-
tors. Eyewitnesses such as 
survivors and the soldiers that 
liberated these camps are ag-
ing and dying, but many have 
told their stories. Visitors are 
invited to come see this sober-
ing exhibit, and help society 
remember those that were 
victims of  atrocity, prejudice, 
and hate.

The internationally recog-
nized date for Holocaust Re-
membrance Day corresponds 
to the 27th day of  Nisan on the 
Hebrew calendar and marks 
the anniversary of  the Warsaw 
Ghetto Uprising which started 
on April 19, 1943.

In Hebrew, Holocaust Re-
membrance Day is called 
Yom Hashoah. In 2024, Yom 
HaShoah will be recognized 
beginning at sunset on the eve-
ning of  Sunday. May 5 through 
Monday, May 6.

The museum is located di-
rectly across from Carrabelle 
Public Beach Park at 1873 Hwy 
98 West. For more information, 
contact the museum at (850) 
697-8575 or museum@camp-
gordonjohnston.com. Funded 
in part by the Franklin County 
Tourist Development Council.

Jews captured by SS and SD troops during the suppression of the Warsaw Ghetto 
uprising are forced to march to the Umschlagplatz for deportation. The SD trooper, 
second from right, is SS-Rottenfuehrer Josef Bloesche, who was identified by 
authorities using this photograph. He was tried for war crimes by an East German 
court in 1969, sentenced to death and executed in July of that year. The little girl 
at left has been identified as Hanka Lamet, standing next to her mother, Matylda 
Lamet Goldfinger (the woman second from the left). The boy carrying the sack has 
been identified as Leo Kartuzinsky and the woman in the front has been identified 
as Chana Zeilinwarger. Numerous people have identified the boy in the foreground 
as either Arthur Domb Semiontek, Israel Rondel, Tsvi Nussbaum or Levi Zeilinwarger, 
but none of these identifications can be corroborated.  U.S. HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM | 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION 

World War II museum 
remembers the Holocaust

See ANSWERS, PAGE 9B

For locals and tourists alike, 
it is springtime in Port St. Joe 
and the garden club volunteers 
are again hard at work on Reid 
Avenue. They prune, fertilize, 
weed and dig, and plant beauti-
ful spring flowers, just in time 
for Easter. 

The Downtown Beautification 
Project, a committee within the 
garden club, plants 15 garden 
beds during fall and spring 
downtown each year. The DBP 
has been going strong since 
November 2021 and plans well 
in advance to design the beds, 
order plants and organize both 
garden club and community 
volunteers for planting events. 

It is an extensive team effort 
and is appreciated so much 
by everyone that happens by 
as we plant. As people drive 
or stroll by on planting days, 
they genuinely appreciate the 
beauty these beds bring to our

area. That smile is why we do it.
Many people ask what plants 

are being planted and the club 
members educate them about 
which flowers are being used in 
the beds and why. Education is 
an important part of  our mis-
sion statement. Service to our 
community makes this such a 
worthwhile project and garden 
club members genuinely enjoy 
participating. 

I am so proud of  the level 
of  dedication of  our team go-
ing into our third year, which 
includes Leesa Haire, the gar-
den club president and down-
town beautification visionary, 
and grant writers like Leelee 
Doughty, and those that put 
in sweat equity to transport 
the plants and get them in the 
ground.

It takes a caravan of  seven 
trucks and SUVs to transport 
the plants. Members planted 
for three days this past week, 22 
volunteers total, many of  them 
planting all three days. We also 

have groups that come out and 
weed and prune on their own 
time to keep the beds looking 
amazing. 

The DBP received grants from 
The George G. and Amelia G. 
Tapper Foundation and Duke 
Energy and generous dona-
tions from Capital City Bank, 
Centennial Bank, and the 
Junior Service League, which 
funded the project. We are so 
grateful to these companies 
and organizations. The com-

mittee planned for about seven 
months, getting necessary per-
mission from our city commis-
sioners (as they are city-owned 
garden beds) and the garden 
club to move forward with our 
first planting in late spring of  
2022. The city assisted us with 
getting the irrigation working 
in each bed. The overwhelm-
ing support of  our club and 
community made it possible to 

Melissa Juberg
Guest Columnist

Volunteers, donors pitch in for downtown beautification
PORT ST. JOE GARDEN CLUB

2nd Street & Reid Avenue 
 MELISSA JUBERG | CONTRIBUTED 

4th Street & Reid Avenue 
 MELISSA JUBERG | CONTRIBUTED 

See PSJ GARDEN CLUB, Page 7B

Special to the Times
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Oak Grove to screen ‘Letter to American 
Church’

Oak Grove Church, at 677 Madison 
Street in Port St. Joe, will screen the 
documentary film Letter to the Ameri-
can Church on Sunday, April 7 at 6:30 
p.m. 

The new film, from New York Times 
best-selling author Eric Metaxas, chal-
lenges audiences to take a stand in the 
face of  evil, as it asserts that “the strik-
ing similarities between the church in 
early Nazi Germany and the modern 
American church are chilling and grim.”

The cast includes Metaxas, Charlie 
Kirk, Dr. James Lindsay, Pastor Rob 
McCoy, Seth Gruber, Pastor David 
Engelhardt, Victor and Eileen Marx and 
Pastor John Amanchukwu.

For more information call Diane Pier-
ett at (850) 227-1837.

It’s been my ex-
perience that fu-
neral home direc-
tors generally have 
a great sense of  
humor. I asked a 
gentleman about 
this once and he 
explained that a 
sense of  humor is 
the only thing that 
saved him from aw-
ful depression. I 
can imagine these 
men and women 
deal with the great-
est of  tragedies.

But on the other 
hand, I’ve heard 
some interesting 

stories from them. 
One funeral home 
employee told me 
about trying to sal-
vage a graveside 
service after sev-
eral  pallbearers 
were drunk, and 
one fell into the 
open grave. I can’t 
imagine officiating 
at this service and 
trying to recoup!

It wasn’t funny to 
me at the time, but 
it was memorable.

I was in the Old 
Live Oak Cemetery 
in Selma conduct-
ing a service not 
far from the mau-
soleum of  Alabama 
Sen. William Ru-
fus King, the only 
Alabamian to serve 
as U.S. vice presi-
dent, albeit briefly. 
He was sworn in 
on the island of  
Cuba where he’d 
traveled for his 
health, only to die 

a month later. He 
also became the 
only vice presi-
dent to be sworn 
in on foreign soil. 
Today he’s hon-
ored as one of  the 
founders of  Selma 
as well as James 
Buchanan’s vice 
president, at least 
for a few weeks.

Nevertheless, I 
was nearby this 
site and trying to 
comfort the family 
when I felt sharp 
pain in my feet and 
legs. I tried to be 
discreet but found 
to my dismay that 
I was standing in 
a nest of  yellow 
jackets. I think I 
was stung three 
times,  but man-
aged to complete 
the service. A dig-
nified and cultured 
Selmian,  Louise 
Swertfeger, later 
told me she was 

stung repeatedly 
as well, but I re-
member her sitting 
and looking, well, 
dignified and cul-
tured, despite this.

I always think of  
this funeral when 
I read Paul’s word 
in 1 Corinthians: 
“O Death, where 
is your sting? O 
Hades,  where is 
your victory?” (1 
Corinthians 15: 55).

All my life I’ve 
heard preachers 
explain this verse 
to their congrega-
tions. Christ took 
our punishment on 
the cross tempo-
rally so that we can 
be released from 
the sting of  death 
eternally.

Death does sting. 
No one of  us wants 
to see the deaths of  
those we love, ex-
cept in times when 
their suffering is 
so terrible with no 
hope of  recovery. 
Most often death 
is as unwelcome 
as a thief  in the 
night. The death 
angel is normally 
not invited inside 
our homes to visit.

But Paul remind-
ed his readers, and 
us, that the sting of  
death is temporary. 
Those who believe 
and follow Christ 
are assured that 
he accompanies us 
across the River of  
Death and brings 
us safely home to 
the father.

This is our resur-
rection hope. 

Reflections is a 
weekly faith column 
written by Michael 
J. Brooks, pastor of  
the Siluria Baptist 
Church,  Alabas-
ter, Alabama. The 
church’s website is 
siluriabaptist.com.

Standing there be-
fore God and man, I 
grasped my soon-to-
be-husband’s hands 
tightly. “I need to 
confess something, 
Bert. I haven’t quite 
mastered 1 Corin-
thians 13:5 yet. So, 
maybe I’d be more 
honest if  I said my 
vows this way: ‘I, 
Sheryl, take you, 

Bert, to be my hus-
band if  you don’t 
insult me, hurt my 
feelings, or do any-
thing to upset me 
from this day for-
ward, until death do 
us part.’”

Even though my 
revised wedding 
vows would have 
more honestly re-
vealed the woman 
Bert was about to 
spend the rest of  his 
life with, I didn’t ac-
tually reword them 
almost 18 years ago. 
I have no doubt, 
however, that he 
would’ve appreci-
ated the warning. 

This week we’re 
focusing on the 
third challenge in 

1 Corinthians 13:5: 
“[Love] is not ir-
ritable” (ESV). The 
Ampli f ied  Bible 
makes sure we get 
the point. “It is not 
provoked [nor over-
ly sensitive and eas-
ily angered].”

What?! Irritable? 
Overly sensitive? 
Easily Angered? 
Me?! When do I ever 
act like that?

B u t  s e r i o u s l y, 
don’t you hate it 
when your behav-
ior escalates the 
problem? Would the 
people in your life 
benefit if  you medi-
tated on and applied 
1 Corinthians 13:5? 

Let’s meditate on 
this week’s verse to 

prevent walking-on-
eggshell moments, 
especial ly  when 
we’re so overly sen-
sitive and easily 
angered that people 
would rather not be 
around us. 

We could ask God 
to help us not be so 
thin-skinned and 
remind us to count 
to 10 or, better yet, 
recite 1 Corinthians 
13:5 (in the Ampli-
fied Bible) to give us 
space before we say 
anything we regret. 

Let’s also pray for 
God to help us not 
take everything so 
personally. Let us 
ask the Holy Spirit 
to give us discern-
ment to be able 

to perceive when 
someone’s comment 
or act wasn’t meant 
to be hurtful – and, 
if  necessary, give us 
grace to forgive. 

We can pray with 
confidence because 
God knows us well. 
He knows the areas 
we’re the most sen-
sitive. He knows our 
triggers. And thank-
fully, He knows how 
much we want to 
behave in ways that 
honor Him.

On my worst days, 
the more I meditate 
on Scripture and 
focus on God (all 
He is to me – and I 
to Him) the more I 
experience satisfac-
tion, peace, and joy, 

as well as less frus-
tration, anger and 
hurt. I’m calmer. 
Less defensive. 

Less likely to blow 
it.

When we trust 
God’s love for us, 
we become better at 
loving others. The 
better we become 
at loving others, the 
less we’ll wonder if  
we should’ve given 
our spouse a warn-
ing before they said, 
“I do.”

Sheryl H. Boldt, a 
Franklin County res-
ident, is the author 
of  the blog, www.To-
dayCanBeDifferent.
net. Connect with her 
at SherylHBoldt@
gmail.com.

FAITH

OBITUARIES

"As long as 
there is love and 
memory, there is 
no true loss."
- Cassandra Clare

As many of you know, 
we lost our family 
member and dear friend 
Dan Garlick on January 
4th, 2024. We will be 
holding a memorial, 
celebrating his life at 
the Dixie �eatre in 
Apalachicola, Florida on 
Saturday April 6th at 2 
p.m. We look forward 
to remembering Daniel 
at the memorial with 
friends and family.

Dan Garlick

Should we have warned our spouse at the altar?

Sheryl Boldt
Guest Columnist

O Death, where is your sting?

Michael J. Brooks
Guest Columnist

FAITH BRIEFS

NF-

CUMBAA
MONUMENTS, INC.

JANET CUMBAA
TAYLOR

Cell: 850-447-0315
janetcumbaataylor@yahoo.com

19041 SR 20W
Blountstown, FL 32424

Monuments • Memorials
All Types CemeteryWork

Serving NW Florida Since 1963
Compare Our Prices

KEENAGERS

KEENAGERS is a regular gathering of Community
–Wide, Senior Adults that meet the

second Tuesday of each month
at our church. We are a “Friends eating and sharing

together” event that has two components, a meal 
(Bring a dish to share) and a unique program.

Church Fellowship Hall.

  

  FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
      46 Ninth Street  Apalachicola, FL 32320 
        850 653 9540  

      “SPRING” Luncheon
  APRIL 9, 2024, at 12 Noon

                Discipleship Classes at 9:45 a.m.
                   Morning Service 11:00a.m.
  Evening/Wed Services 6PM in the Fellowship Hall
   Home of the K3 8th

25 yr
  Friday –7:45 a.m. 3PM
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continue in the fall of  that year 
and spurred many to keep the 
improvements going.

Planters of  fl owers outside 
of  local businesses showed 
up to welcome those strolling 
through town. The DBP added 
benches to some of  the corners. 
Our merchants started to talk 
about more lighting on Reid 

and Joe Whitmer, director of  
the Gulf  County Chamber of  
Commerce, guided that proj-
ect. The colorful directional 
signs were commissioned by 
the chamber, which I as a local 
artist created.

Everyone really started to 
pitch in and wanted to see more 
continued improvements, 
which was exciting. There has 
always been a wonderful sense 
of  community here, but I feel it

even more so since this beau-
tifi cation began. It shows that 
one person can have a simple 
idea to make things better, 
that can take hold of  a group 
of  people, who have a variety 
of  talents, and it can turn into 
something pretty great.

Special thanks to our garden 

club board for the support, and 
the club members who show 
up and work hard with a smile. 
There are too many to name, 
but you know who you are.

Melissa Juberg is the chair-
woman of  the Downtown Beau-
tifi cation Project committee of  
the Port St. Joe Garden Club.

Porch Fest Apalach has a la-
gniappe for you! (Cajun French 
for “a little something extra”) In 
addition to the October festival, 
this year Porch Fest is celebrat-
ing “Springtime in the Park,” 
with three great bands, food 
trucks, and a groovy afternoon 
in Apalachicola.

This free family-friendly 
mini-festival will be this Satur-
day, April 6 from 1 to 7 p.m. at 
Battery Park on what was the 
popular main stage for Porch 
Fest Apalach 2023, the full-scale 
October event. This Saturday 
enjoy three fabulous bands in 
this peaceful setting.

Apalachicola’s Hot Mess will 
fi re things up with a tasty pro-
gram of  zydeco, roots, rock, and 
blues. Legendary keyboardist 
JB Babich will join them for an 
extra helping of  boogie-woogie 
and a funky New Orleans vibe. 

Up next is Tallahassee’s Two 
Foot Level, whose instrumenta-
tion includes the clawhammer 
banjo, acoustic and electric 
mandolins, acoustic guitar, up-
right bass, drums, and vocals. 
Folks will be treated to a wide 
range of  bluegrass-infl uenced 
tunes that also draw on Ameri-

cana, folk, indie, reggae, and 
rock genres.

Headlining is Sugarcane Jane, 
led by Anthony Crawford and 
Savana Lee, and joined by Lolly 
Lee, a musical veteran from Bir-
mingham, Alabama, known for 
singing songs straight from her 
heart. She has both digital and 
vinyl albums coming out this 
spring. Sugarcane Jane hails 
from Alabama’s Gulf  Coast.

Drawing on a rich musical her-
itage from working with such 
notables as Neil Young, Steve 
Winwood, and Dwight Yoakam, 
their music is rooted in country 
and rock and anchored by their 
sweet and soulful harmonies. 

They have a highly anticipated 
album, On a Mission, that came 
out in February.

In addition to the multiple 
music acts, there will be food 
trucks and vendors at Battery 
Park for the day, as well as por-
table toilets, and a children’s 
playground. Local restaurants 
will also be open. 

People are encouraged to 
bring chairs, blankets, bicycles, 
wagons, picnics, cash (for tip-
ping, donations, food, drink), 
hats and sunscreen. The El-
der Care Community Council 
(ECCC) is the designated char-
ity for Porch Fest Apalach’s 
“Springtime in the Park.” Tips, 

merchandise sales, anything 
left over after paying expenses 
will go to help feed Franklin 
County’s senior citizens.

Tallahassee’s Two Foot Level will offer a range of instrumentation at Saturday’s concert at 
Battery Park.  TWO FOOT LEVEL 

Lolly Lee will join Sugarcane Jane Satur-
day’s concert at Battery Park.  LOLLY LEE 

B AY  A R E A  C H O R A L  S O C I E T Y

Friday, April 12, 6 PM EDT
First United Methodist Church
Port St. Joe

Saturday, April 13, 6 PM EDT
Trinity Episcopal Church
Apalachicola

Ticket Price: $20 adults, $5 students
All tickets are available at 
tinyurl.com/BACS-tickets

Tickets for the Port St. Joe Concert can also
be purchased at No Name Books & Gifts.

BACS will debut a work by Ed Hogan, composer, 
commissioned for this concert. This effort was under-
written in part by the Tapper Foundation of Port St. Joe.

Conductor: Dana Langford, Pianist: Dr. Ian Henning, Instrumentalists: FSU

W H Y  W E  S I N G

We will be 
performing at
Carnege Hall, 
NYC
December 2! 

W H Y  W E  S I N G

Springtime mini-festival in Apalachicola Saturday
Special to the Times

Sugarcane Jane, led by Anthony Crawford 
and Savana Lee from Loxley, Alabama will 
headline Saturday’s concert at Battery 
Park.  THACKER MOUNTAIN RADIO HOUR 

Garden Club members, from left, Sheila Etchen, Debbie Mayfield, Ann Showman, DBP 
Chairwoman Melissa Juberg and Lanann Tuttle.  TERRI HAYES | CONTRIBUTED 

DBP Chairwoman Melissa Juberg, with Leesa Haire, president of PSJ Garden Club and for-
mer DBP chairwoman.  LANANN TUTTLE | CONTRIBUTED 

PSJ GARDEN CLUB
From page 5B
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NOTICE OF ZONING CHANGE
The Franklin County Board of County Commissioners proposes to adopt the following by ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE REZONING 1.23 ACRES OF LAND IN SECTION 12, TOWNSHIP 7 SOUTH, 
RANGE 4 WEST, FROM C-4 MIXED USE RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TO C-3 COMMERCIAL   
RECREATIONAL.

The location of the proposed zoning is shown in the map below.

A public hearing on the proposed change will be held on Tuesday, April 16, 2024, at 11:05 a.m. 
at the County Commission meeting room in the Franklin County Courthouse Annex, 34 Forbes 
Street, Apalachicola, Florida. More information can be obtained, and the proposed changes may 
be inspected at the Franklin County Planning Department, 248 US Hwy 98, Eastpoint, Florida 32328 
(telephone 850-653-9783).

The County Commission encourages the public to continue the use of Zoom. The login information 
will be provided online by Thursday, April 11, 2024, by downloading the agenda for the April 16, 
2024, Board of County Commission Meeting located at www.franklincountyflorida.com/resources/
agendas-minutes/

Persons wishing to comment may do so in person, by using the virtual meeting feature noted above 
during the public hearing or in writing to the Franklin County Board of County Commissioners, 
248 US Hwy 98, Eastpoint, Florida 32328. Transactions of this public hearing will be recorded. 
Persons who may wish to appeal any action resulting from this hearing should make the necessary 
arrangements to ensure that a verbatim record is made, including testimony and evidence, if any, 
upon which the appeal is to be based. The meeting room is handicap accessible. Those having 
special needs to attend the meeting may contact Deputy Clerk, Jessica Gay, at 850-653-8861, x-100, 
at least two business days prior to the public hearing to make arrangements.

NOTICE OF Z ONING CHANGE
The Franklin County Board of County Commissioners proposes to adopt the following by ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE REZONING 1.23 ACRES OF LAND IN SECTION 12, TOWNSHIP 7 
SOUTH, RANGE 4 WEST, FROM C-4 MIX ED USE RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TO C-3
COMMERCIAL RECREATIONAL.

The location of the proposed z oning is shown in the map below.

A public hearing on the proposed change will be held on Tuesday, April 16, 2024, at 11:05 a.m. at the 
County Commission meeting room in the Franklin County Courthouse Annex, 34 Forbes Street, Apalachicola, 
Florida.  More information can be obtained, and the proposed changes may be inspected at the Franklin County 
Planning Department, 248 US Hwy 98, Eastpoint, Florida 32328 (telephone 850-653-9783).

The County Commission encourages the public to continue the use of Zoom. The login information will 
be provided online by Thursday, April 11, 2024, by downloading the agenda for the April 16, 2024, Board of 
County Commission Meeting located at www.franklincountyflorida.com/resources/agendas-minutes/

Persons wishing to comment may do so in person, by using the virtual meeting feature noted above 
during the public hearing or in writing to the Franklin County Board of County Commissioners, 248 US Hwy 
98, Eastpoint, Florida 32328.  Transactions of this public hearing will be recorded.  Persons who may wish to 
appeal any action resulting from this hearing should make the necessary arrangements to ensure that a verbatim 
record is made, including testimony and evidence, if any, upon which the appeal is to be based.  The meeting 
room is handicap accessible.  Those having special needs to attend the meeting may contact Deputy Clerk, 
Jessica Gay, at 850-653-8861, x-100, at least two business days prior to the public hearing to make 
arrangements.

Publish Dates: Thursday, April 4, 2024
Thursday, April 11, 2024

NOTICE OF LAND USE CHANGE
The Franklin County Board of County Commissioners proposes to adopt the following by ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE FRANKLIN COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN TO CHANGE
THE PERMITTED USE OF A 0.93 +/- ACRE PARCEL OF LAND IN SECTION 31, TOWNSHIP 8   
SOUTH, RANGE 6 WEST, FROM RESIDENTIAL TO COMMERCIAL RECREATIONAL.

A public hearing on the proposed change will be held on Tuesday, April 16, 2024, at 11:10 a.m. 
at the County Commission meeting room in the Franklin County Courthouse Annex, 34 Forbes 
Street, Apalachicola, Florida. More information can be obtained, and the proposed changes may 
be inspected at the Franklin County Planning Department, 248 US Hwy 98, Eastpoint, Florida 32328 
(telephone 850-653-9783).

The County Commission encourages the public to continue the use of Zoom. The login information 
will be provided online by Thursday, April 11, 2024, by downloading the agenda for the April 16, 
2024, Board of County Commission Meeting located at www.franklincountyflorida.com/resources/
agendas-minutes/

Persons wishing to comment may do so in person, by using the virtual meeting feature noted above 
during the public hearing or in writing to the Franklin County Board of County Commissioners, 
248 US Hwy 98, Eastpoint, Florida 32328. Transactions of this public hearing will be recorded. 
Persons who may wish to appeal any action resulting from this hearing should make the necessary 
arrangements to ensure that a verbatim record is made, including testimony and evidence, if any, 
upon which the appeal is to be based. The meeting room is handicap accessible. Those having 
special needs to attend the meeting may contact Deputy Clerk, Jessica Gay, at 850-653-8861, x-100, 
at least two business days prior to the public hearing to make arrangements

NOTICE OF LAND USE CHANGE
The Franklin County Board of County Commissioners proposes to adopt the following by ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE FRANKLIN COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN TO 
CHANGE THE PERMITTED USE OF A 1.23 +/- ACRE PARCEL OF LAND IN SECTION 
12, TOWNSHIP 7 SOUTH, RANGE 4 WEST, FROM RESIDENTIAL TO COMMERCIAL 
RECREATIONAL.

A public hearing on the proposed change will be held on Tuesday, April 16, 2024, at 11:00 a.m. 
at the County Commission meeting room in the Franklin County Courthouse Annex, 34 Forbes Street, 
Apalachicola, Florida.  More information can be obtained, and the proposed changes may be inspected at the 
Franklin County Planning Department, 248 US Hwy 98, Eastpoint, Florida 32328 (telephone 850-653-9783).

The County Commission encourages the public to continue the use of Zoom. The login information will 
be provided online by Thursday, April 11, 2024, by downloading the agenda for the April 16, 2024, Board of 
County Commission Meeting located at www.franklincountyflorida.com/resources/agendas-minutes/

Persons wishing to comment may do so in person, by using the virtual meeting feature noted above 
during the public hearing or in writing to the Franklin County Board of County Commissioners, 248 US Hwy 
98, Eastpoint, Florida 32328.  Transactions of this public hearing will be recorded.  Persons who may wish to 
appeal any action resulting from this hearing should make the necessary arrangements to ensure that a verbatim 
record is made, including testimony and evidence, if any, upon which the appeal is to be based.  The meeting 
room is handicap accessible.  Those having special needs to attend the meeting may contact Deputy Clerk, 
Jessica Gay, at 850-653-8861, x-100, at least two business days prior to the public hearing to make 
arrangements.

Publish Dates: Thursday, April 4, 2024
Thursday, April 11, 2024

Parcel ID # 12-07S-04W-3141-0006-0010
2390 Oak Street, Lanark Village, FL

1.23 +/- Acre change from 
Residential to Commercial Recreational  

has performed. Just because an index 
is down, it does not mean that it will go 
up and vice versa. And just because we 
are at/near all-time highs, we cannot 
conclude that the markets will continue 
to move up or go down. This means that 
one must employ statistically-based 
prudence in creating, monitoring, and 
altering one’s portfolio in combination 
with a clear understanding of  one’s time 
frame and risk tolerance. Proverbs 21:5 
says, “Hasty speculation brings poverty; 
steady plodding brings prosperity.” The 
markets’ increases have silently increased 
the risk in most portfolios. At times, it 
makes sense to say, “thank you” to the 
markets and move some of  the profits to 
other investments in order to rebalance a 
portfolio and reduce or limit risk. Bonds 
may be a good replacement.

Interest rates: Inflation appears to be 
slowing, but the Fed has not cut interest 
rates yet. If  you’ve never invested in bonds, 
now might be the time to get a good educa-
tion on the asset class. A bond is basically 
a promise to pay from a government or a 
corporation, can be bought and sold at a 
profit or loss, can be guaranteed or not, 
and can have maturity dates from a few 
days to a few decades.

Here’s the main question for You: when 
would you like to lock-in your ability to re-
ceive attractive interest payments? When 
interest rates are high? Or when interest 
rates are low? Good job! You would want 
to lock them in when they are high. If  in-
terest rates may be moving lower, instead 
of  only considering bank certificates of  
deposit of  18 months or less, it may make 
sense to consider longer-term bonds that 
have the potential to outperform over the 
long term.

Gulf  County resident Walter L. Woodrick 
is a Certified Financial Planner practitio-
ner, and author of  two books. His website is 
WoodrickFinancial.com. You can text Wal-
ter at 850.724.1369. Securities and advisory 
services are offered through LPL Financial, 
a Registered Investment Advisor, Member 
FINRA/SIPC. The opinions voiced in this 
article are for general information only 
and not intended to provide specific advice 
or recommendations for any individual. 
To determine which strategies or invest-
ments may be suitable for you, consult the 
appropriate qualified professional prior 
to making a decision. Bonds are subject to 
market and interest rate risk if  sold prior 
to maturity. Bond values will decline as 
interest rates rise and bonds are subject to 
availability and change in price. 558746-1

WOODRICK
From page 3B

thanks go to board members Jan Roycroft 
and Rosemary Raganella for organizing 
and picking up at all the drop-off  points. 
It takes a lot of  community effort to have 
this great success! We are blessed with 
such a caring and generous community. 

Dr. Pat Hardman is the president of  the 
Coastal Community Association Inc.

GCSO EASTER
From page 2B

What do a Greek scientist, spiders, candlemaking, and fun stuff  
to do in Michigan all have in common?

They were among the many topics for speeches given by Frank-
lin County fourth, fifth and sixth graders at the annual 4-H Public 
Speaking Competition March 22 at the UF IFAS Extension Building 
in Apalachicola.

Twelve fourth and fifth graders, from the county’s three schools 
and homeschoolers, competed in the young bracket, while nine sixth 
graders in the older bracket in the morning-long event.

Each had two to three minutes to deliver the remarks they had 
worked through the classroom and schoolwide levels.

Franklin County Extension Director Erik Lovestrand, and Pro-
gram Assistant Michelle Huber oversaw the competition at the 
office adjacent to the Mill Pond marina.

In the younger bracket, Apalachicola Bay Charter School student 
Kami Poloronis, who had placed third in the schoolwide competition, 
took home the top prize, with her speech on “Making The World A 
Better Place.”

Joshua Allen, who had been tops among homeschooled students, 
earned second place with his speech on “Archimedes and his In-
ventions, while place Aurora Still, who had been runner-up among 
homeschooled kids, finished third with her speech on “Kids Are 
Capable.”

Speaking aloud
David Adlerstein
dadlerstein@nevespublishing.com

See SPEECH CONTEST, Page 9B

Standing with Franklin County Extension Agent Erik Lovestrand are, from left: sixth 
grade runner-up Kairi Trest; fourth-fifth runner-up Joshua Allen; sixth grade winner Myl-
eigh Beasley; fourth-fifth winner Kami Poloronis; fourth-fifth third place Aurora Still; and 
sixth grade third place Macie Braswell.  MICHELLE HUBER | CONTRIBUTED 
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IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR FRANKLIN 
COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION
IN RE: ESTATE OF
File No. 2024CP015

Division

JEFFREY ALAN CURRY,

Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDI-
TORS

The administration 
of the estate of JEF-
FREY ALAN CURRY, 
deceased, whose date 
of death was August 
10, 2023, is pending in 
the Circuit Court for 
Franklin County, Flor-
ida, Probate Division, 
the address of which 
is 33 Market Street, 
Suite 203, Apala-
chicola, FL 32320. The 
names and addresses 
of the personal rep-
resentative and the 
personal representa-
tive's attorney are set 
forth below.
All creditors of the 
decedent and other 
persons having claims 
or demands against 
decedent's estate, on 
whom a copy of this 
notice is required to 
be served, must file 
their claims with this 
court ON OR BEFORE 
THE LATER OF 3 
MONTHS AFTER THE 
TIME OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF THIS 
NOTICE OR 30 DAYS 
AFTER THE DATE OF 
SERVICE OF A COPY 
OF THIS NOTICE ON 
THEM.

All other creditors 
of the decedent and 
other persons having 
claims or demands 
against decedent's 
estate must file their 
claims with this court 
WITHIN 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE DATE OF 
THE FIRST PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT 
FILED WITHIN THE 
TIME PERIODS SET 
FORTH IN FLORIDA 
STATUTES SECTION 
733.702 WILL BE FOR-
EVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING 
THE TIME PERIOD SET 
FORTH ABOVE, ANY 
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) 
YEARS OR MORE AF-
TER THE DECEDENT'S 
DATE OF DEATH IS 
BARRED.
The date of first pub-
lication of this notice 
is: March 28, 2024.
Robert D. Hines, Esq.
Attorney for Personal 
Representative
Florida Bar No. 
0413550
Hines Norman Hines, 
P.L.
1312 W. Fletcher 
Avenue, Suite B
Tampa, FL 33612
Telephone: 813-265-
0100
Email: rhines@hnh-
law.com
Secondary Email: 
jrivera@hnh-law.com

MICHAEL CURRY
Personal Representa-
tive
13060 Whitby Way
Fort Myers, FL 33966

March 28, 2024
April 4, 2024
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RONALD F. VALENTINE

Deceased.
File No. 2024-23CP

Division PROBATE

The administra-
tion of the estate of 
Ronald F. Valentine, 
deceased, whose date 
of death was February 
18, 2024, is pending 
in the Circuit Court 
for Franklin County, 
Florida, Probate Divi-
sion, the address of 
which is 33 Market 
Street, Apalachicola, 
Florida 32320. The 
names and addresses 
of the personal rep-
resentative and the 
personal representa-
tive's attorney are set 
forth below.
All creditors of the 
decedent and other 
persons having claims 
or demands against 
decedent's estate on 
whom a copy of this 
notice is required to 
be served must file 
their claims with this 
court ON OR BEFORE 
THE LATER OF 3 
MONTHS AFTER THE 
TIME OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF THIS 
NOTICE OR 30 DAYS 
AFTER THE DATE OF 
SERVICE OF A COPY 
OF THIS NOTICE ON 
THEM.
All other creditors 
of the decedent and 
other persons having 
claims or demands 
against decedent's 
estate must file their 
claims with this court 
WITHIN 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE DATE OF 
THE FIRST PUBLICA-

TION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT 
FILED WITHIN THE 
TIME PERIODS SET 
FORTH IN FLORIDA 
STATUTES SECTION 
733.702 WILL BE FOR-
EVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING 
THE TIME PERIODS 
SET FORTH ABOVE, 
ANY CLAIM FILED 
TWO (2) YEARS OR 
MORE AFTER THE 
DECEDENT'S DATE OF 
DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publi-
cation of this notice is 
March 28, 2024.

Attorney for Personal 
Representative: Per-
sonal Representative:

Kristy Branch Banks 
Attorney
Florida Bar Number: 
517143 Post Office 
Box 176 Apalachicola, 
Florida 32329
Telephone: (850) 
670-1255
Fax: (866) 601-4805
E-Mail: info@kbblawfl.
com
Secondary E-Mail: 
erin@kbblawfl.com
Russell Valentine, Jr 
78 Unquowa Place 
504Fairfield, Connecti-
cut 06824-5086

March 28, 2024
April 4, 2024
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IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR FRANKLIN 
COUNTY,FLORIDA                                         
PROBATE DIVISION
IN RE: ESTATE OF

 LOUISE LARKER
File No. 2024-25CP 
Division PROBATE
Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDI-
TORS
 The administration of 
the estate of Louise 
Larker, deceased, 
whose date of death 
was April 1, 2023, is 
pending in the Circuit 
Court for Franklin 
County, Florida, 
Probate Division, the 
address of which is 
33 Market Street, 
Apalachicola, Florida 
32320. The names 
and addresses of the 
personal representa-
tive and the personal 
representative's at-
torney are set forth 
below.
All creditors of the 
decedent and other 
persons having claims 
or demands against 
decedent's estate on 
whom a copy of this 
notice is required to 
be served must file 
their claims with this 
court ON OR BEFORE 
THE LATER OF 3 
MONTHS AFTER THE 
TIME OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF THIS 

NOTICE OR 30 DAYS 
AFTER THE DATE OF 
SERVICE OF A COPY 
OF THIS NOTICE ON 
THEM.
All other creditors 
of the decedent and 
other persons having 
claims or demands 
against decedent's 
estate must file their 
claims with this court 
WITHIN 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE DATE OF 
THE FIRST PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT 
FILED WITHIN THE 
TIME PERIODS SET 
FORTH IN FLORIDA 
STATUTES SECTION 
733.702 WILL BE FOR-
EVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING 
THE TIME PERIODS 
SET FORTH ABOVE, 
ANY CLAIM FILED 
TWO (2) YEARS OR 
MORE AFTER THE 
DECEDENT'S DATE OF 
DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publi-
cation of this notice is 
March 28, 2024.

Attorney for Personal 
Representative:
Personal Representa-
tive:

Kristy Branch Banks 
Attorney Florida 
Bar Number: 517143 
Post Office Box 176 
Apalachicola, Florida 
32329Telephone: (850) 
670-1255Fax: (866) 
601-4805E-Mail: info@
kbblawfl.com Second-
ary E-Mail: erin@
kbblawfl.com

Lewis Wayne Larker 
160 Rim Trail Circle-
Hayesville, North 
Carolia 28904

March 28, 2024
April 4, 2024
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IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
SECOND JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 
FRANKLIN COUNTY, 
FLORIDA

RBC BANK (GEORGIA), 
NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, Plaintiff, vs.
CASE NO.: 2023CA-
000096CAAXMX
D. MICHAEL WIL-
LIAMS A/K/A DAVID 
WILIAMS A/K/A 
DAVID MICHAEL 
WILLIAMS; CYNTHIA 
WILLIAMS; BAY MAG-
NOLIA HOMEOWNERS 
ASSOCIATION, INC.; 
UNKNOWN OCCU-
PANT 1 IN POSSES-
SION; AND UNKNOWN 
OCCUPANT 2 IN POS-
SESSION, Defendants.                                             
/

NOTICE OF FORECLO-
SURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN pursuant to a 
Consent Final Judg-
ment of Foreclosure 
entered on March 
20, 2024, in Case No. 
2023CA000096CAAX-
MX of the Circuit 
Court of the Second 
Judicial Circuit in and 
for Franklin County, 
Florida, the Clerk 
of Court will sell to 
the highest and best 
bidder for cash at 
the Franklin County 
Courthouse, 33 Mar-
ket Street, 2nd Floor 
Lobby, Apalachicola, 
FL 32320 in accor-
dance with Chapter 
45, Florida Statutes on 
the 24th day of April, 
2024 at 11:00 a.m. 
(ET) on the following 
described property 
as set forth in said 
Consent Final Judg-
ment of Foreclosure, 
to-wit:

Lot 17, BAY MAGNO-
LIA, ACCORDING TO 
PLAT THEREOF, AS 
RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 8, PAGE 14, 
OF THE PUBLIC RE-
CORDS OF FRANKLIN 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

Street address com-
monly known as:  120 
Bay Magnolia Lane, 
Carrabelle, FL 32322

Any person claim-
ing an interest in the 
surplus from the sale, 
if any, other than the 
property owner as 
of the date of the lis 
pendens, must file a 
claim before the clerk 
reports the surplus 
unclaimed.

Dated this 21st day of 
March, 2024.

CLERK OF THE CIR-
CUIT COURT
As Clerk of the Court

BY:_/s/ Terry C. 
Segree
Deputy Clerk

 If you are a person 
with a disability who 
needs any accom-
modation in order 
to participate in this 
proceeding, you are 
entitled, at no cost to 
you, to the provision 
of certain assistance. 
Please contact the 
ADA Coordinator; 301 
South Monroe Street, 
Room 225, Tallahas-
see, FL 32301; 850-606-
4401 at least 7 days 
before your scheduled 
court appearance, 
or immediately 
upon receiving this 
notification if the time 
before the scheduled 
appearance is less 
than 7 days; if you 
are hearing or voice 

impaired, call 711.

Submitted by:
Attorney for Plaintiff
Gary I. Masel, Esq.
Edwards Maxson 
Mago & Macaulay, 
LLP
101 NE 3rd Avenue, 
Suite 1500
Fort Lauderdale, FL 
33301
Email: gmasel@
em3law.com
Phone: (954) 312-3482
Publish:  

April 4, 11, 2024
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FRANKLIN COUNTY 
BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS

REQUEST FOR PRO-
POSALS

FDOT FPID NO. 
448610-1-54-01
The Franklin County 
Board of County Com-
missioners is seeking 
civil engineering 
services relating 
to the construction 
engineering and in-
spection (CEI) for the 
widening and resur-
facing improvements 
on Hickory Dip Road 
in Eastpoint from Old 
Ferry dock Road to 
North Bayshore Drive. 
The total length of the 
project is 0.372 miles. 
The scope of the proj-
ect includes widening 
and resurfacing the 
existing lanes, drain-
age improvements, 
signage upgrades and 
pavement markings. 
Consideration will be 
given to only those 
firms that are quali-
fied pursuant to law 
and that have been 
prequalified by FDOT 
to perform the indi-
cated types of work.
Work Types:
10.1 – Roadway Con-
struction Engineering 
Inspection
Response Deadline:
Monday, May 6, 2024, 
at 4:30 P.M. Eastern 
Time
Opening Date:
Tuesday, May 7, 
2024, at the County 
Commission meeting 
which begins at 9:00 
A.M. Eastern Time
This project is funded 
with assistance 
from the FDOT. By 
submitting a letter 
of response, the 
Consultant certi-
fies that they are 
in compliance with 
FDOT Procedure No. 
375-030-006 (Restric-
tion on Consultants 
Eligibility to Compete 
for Department Con-
tracts) and that no 
principle is presently 
suspended, proposed 
for debarment, 
declared ineligible or 
voluntarily excluded 
from participation on 

this transaction by 
any government de-
partment or agency.
Information regarding 
the proposal and the 
complete Request For 
Proposals package 
can be obtained from 
Kimberly Raffield, As-
sistant Grants Coordi-
nator, 850-653-5779 or 
Kimberlyr @franklin-
countyflorida.gov . 
In order to ensure a 
fair, competitive, and 
open process, once 
a project is adver-
tised for proposals, 
all communications 
between interested 
firms and the County 
must be directed to 
Kimberly Raffield, 
Assistant Grants 
Coordinator, 850- 653-
5779 or Kimberlyr @
franklincountyflorida.
gov .
If interested, quali-
fied Consultants are 
required to submit 
the original and two 
(2) copies of the 
letter of response to 
the Franklin County 
Clerk’s Office, 33 
Market Street, Suite 
203, Apalachicola, FL 
32320 by the response 
deadline. All letters 
of response shall be 
sealed and marked 
on the outside of 
the envelope “ RFQ 
#448610-1-54-01; 
Hickory Dip Road 
Widening and Resur-
facing CEI Services ”.

March 28, 2024
April 4, 2024
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IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE SEC-
OND JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
FRANKLIN COUNTY, 
FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

IN RE: ESTATE 
OF CASE       
NO.:2024000020CP

ADA WHITE LONG,
Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDI-
TORS

The administration 
of the estate of ADA 
WHITE LONG, de-
ceased, whose date of 
death was February 
4, 2024, is pending in 
the Circuit Court for 
FRANKLIN County, 
Florida, Probate Divi-
sion, the address of 
which is 33 Market St 
#203, Apalachicola, 
FL 32320. The names 
and addresses of the 
personal representa-
tive and the personal 
representative's at-
torney are set forth 
below.

    All creditors of the 
decedent and other 

persons having claims 
or demands against 
decedent's estate on 
whom a copy of this 
notice is required to 
be served must file 
their claims with this 
court ON OR BEFORE 
THE LATER OF 3 
MONTHS AFTER THE 
TIME OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF THIS 
NOTICE OR 30 DAYS 
AFTER THE DATE OF 
SERVICE OF A COPY 
OF THIS NOTICE ON 
THEM.

    All other creditors 
of the decedent and 
other persons having 
claims or demands 
against decedent's 
estate must file their 
claims with this court 
WITHIN 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE DATE OF 
THE FIRST PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NOTICE.

    ALL CLAIMS NOT 
FILED WITHIN THE 
TIME PERIODS SET 
FORTH IN FLORIDA 
STATUTES SECTION 
733.702 WILL BE FOR-
EVER BARRED.
  NOTWITHSTANDING 
THE TIME PERIODS 
SET FORTH ABOVE, 
ANY CLAIM FILED 
TWO (2) YEARS OR 
MORE AFTER THE 
DECEDENT'S DATE OF 
DEATH IS BARRED.

     The date of first 
publication of this 
notice is  April 4th-
April 11th.

    /s/ Donna Duncan
DONNA DUNCAN
Florida Bar No. 63869
Attorney for Peti-
tioner
DONNA DUNCAN, P.A.
P.O. Box 157
Apalachicola, FL   
32329
(850)653-8976
ddduncan@fairpoint.
net
akeith@fairpoint.net 

Barbara Sanders
Personal Representa-
tive
215 W. 12th Street
St. George Island, FL 
32328

April 4, 11, 2024
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Notice is hereby given 
that Mark Henson of  
103 South Mariners 
Way Carrabelle, Fl 
32322 Franklin County 
desires to do business 
under the fictitious 
name Henson Heating 
and Air and is reg-
istered with Sunbiz 
#G21000157441 under 
said name. Carrabelle 
license #678. Fl DBPR 
license #CAC1821368. 
Phone 850-688-3582 
Mailing address 1781 
Futral Rd. Griffin, Ga. 
30224

April 4, 2024

ANSWERS
From page 5B

CROSSWORD

THE TIMES

Arrest Reports
MARCH 15

Charles Wayne 
Grice,  trespassing 
(GCSO)

MARCH 15

Danny Ray Wallace,
failure to appear - 
felony driving while 
license suspended or 
revoked (GCSO)

MARCH 15

Anthony Lleandre 
Edwards, failure to 
appear - possession 
of controlled 
substance, 
possession of 
marijuana more than 
20 grams, possession 
of controlled 
substance with intent 
to sell (Court)

MARCH 15

Cassa McKenzie 
Garden, neglect of 
a child, charged with 
drugs, paraphernalia 
during warrant service 
(GCSO)

MARCH 20

Esteban Reyes 
Basurto,  failure to 
appear - permitting 
unauthorized 
operator to drive 
trespassing (Court)

THE STAR The following report is provided by the Gulf County Sheri� ’s O�  ce. All defen-
dants are to be considered innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

All 
defendants 

are to be 
considered  

innocent 
until 

proven 
guilty in 

a court of 
law.

In the sixth grade division, the Franklin 
County School’s Myleigh Beasley, who had 
been fi rst in the schoolwide competition, 
won the district with her speech on “Why 
Do Grades Matter?”

Kairi Trest, who had been second at the 
First Baptist Christian School’s competi-
tion, was runner up in the district with her 
remarks on “Amazing Arachnids,” and 
her schoolmate, Macie Braswell, who had 
fi nished second at FBCS, earned a third 
place in the district with her speech on “The 
Mauretania.”

Among the many students who competed,
in the fourth and fi fth grade division, were 

ABC School winner Kai Rodriguez, who 
spoke on “Apalachicola,” and ABC School 
runner-up Gannon Poloronis, who talked 
about “Baseball.”

From the Franklin County Schools were 
the schoolwide winner Thea Croom, who 
talked about “Sweet Summer;” school run-
ner-up Jazzy Aguirre, who spoke on “Fennec 
Foxes:” and the school’s third place fi nisher, 
Hannah Ward, who addressed “What We Do 
in Michigan.”

From First Baptist, school winner Logan 
Gormley, spoke on “Kaiserreich;” school 
runner-up Emma Babbs talked on “How 
To Bake A Cake;” and school third place 
fi nisher Aubrie Gaskill addressed “The Art 
of  Candle Making.”

Rounding out the participants in the 

younger division was Lailah Wayt, who had 
been third among homeschoolers, with a 
speech on “Papillon.”

The other students who took part in the sixth 
grade competition, were the ABC School win-
ner, Kenslyn Bramblett, who talked on “Hur-
ricane Katrina:” the school’s runner-up An-
die Chambers, who spoke about “Dolphins;” 
and the school’s third place fi nisher Raul 
Bernabe, who spoke on “Cristiano Ronaldo.”

From the Franklin County School, An-
thonella Croom, who had been runner-up 
at the school, spoke on “Ways to Prevent 
Red 40;” and Aubree Brown, who was third 
schoolwide,” talked about “Money.” Emma 
Acree, who won the homeschooler competi-
tion, gave a speech called “Last Year.”

SPEECH CONTEST
From page 8B
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OUTDOORS

Between innings of  his intramural softball 
games, Mark Hostetler will sometimes ask 
student participants about the high-pitched 
chirps and shrieks emanating from above 
their heads.

“We always hear that bird screaming,” the 
students often say. “What is that bird?”

To many of  the people using the fi elds 
behind the University of  Florida’s South-
west Recreation Center, the sounds are just 
background noise.

“After I sit with them and talk about the 
ospreys and what they’re doing and the 
camera, they get out their smartphones 
and say, ‘Wow. I can actually see it,’” said 
Hostetler, a professor of  wildlife ecology and 
conservation at UF’s Institute of  Food and 
Agricultural Sciences (UF/IFAS).

For the past two years, the top of  a light 
pole between the easternmost softball fi elds 
has served as the seasonal home of  Stella 
and Talon, ospreys that have fashioned a 
100-pound nest from moss, twigs and other 
organic material, 75 feet above the human 
action below. This week, the birds are ex-
pected to become the parents of  three chicks. 
And thanks to a camera Hostetler’s team 
positioned just above the nest, video of  the 
hatchings will be visible online.

Hostetler’s osprey webcam project began 
in 2016 after he noticed ospreys had crafted 
a nest atop a light pole in the right outfi eld 
of  McKethan Stadium, UF’s offi cial baseball 
fi eld until 2020.

“I thought to myself, ‘This is a great edu-
cational opportunity,’” he said. “People see 
these ospreys, but they don’t really know 
much about their natural life history, what 
they’re doing in the nests.”

He put a camera above the nest, and it began 
broadcasting video footage streamed online. 
Game attendees could tune in and observe 
the birds during innings.

When Condron Ballpark replaced McK-

ethan Stadium, Hostetler searched across 
campus for a new nest to fi lm. He eventu-
ally settled on the intramural softball fi elds, 
where several nests were already located, 
and his team used a boom crane to position a 
camera above a nesting site. A pair of  ospreys 
returned to the site -- jokingly referred to as 
“Home Plate” and “The Cheap Seats” -- early 
this year, and the female began laying eggs 
in February.

Based on the incubation period of  ospreys, 
Hostetler guesses all three eggs will hatch 
this week; one already has.

The chicks will unknowingly emerge from 
their eggs before a sizeable audience; about 
70,000 people from across the world tune in 
each year to watch the ospreys.

Hostetler hopes viewers can learn a valu-
able lesson about conservation.

“Everything is connected,” he said. “The 
birds that you hear and the osprey families 
in the nests are dependent on the habit that’s 
around them. If  it’s not healthy because we’re 
putting too much fertilizer on our property 
and introducing too many chemicals, then it 
affects the availability of  fi sh that the birds 
eat and feed their chicks. Urban areas are a 
combination, of  course, of  human modifi ca-
tion, but we can do it in a way that doesn’t 
disrupt the wildlife in the area.”

Observe the ospreys, learn more and make 
donations to support the Osprey Cam project 
by visiting https://wec.ifas.ufl .edu/exten-
sion/ospreycam/.

Video feed broadcasts 
osprey chicks hatching
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Special to the Times and Star

The nearest shore reefs are really turning 
on with limits of  bee-liners at the top of  the 
list; triggerfi sh as well as some mangroves 
are also being caught, shrimp are the bait 
of  choice, cut mullet, works well. 

We have had several good inshore reports 
from our local captains; Capt Phil of  Phil's 
charter service and his crew were able to 
wrangle some big reds to the boat this week. 
Capt Chris Lance of  Gettin’ Reel Sportfi shing 
had another fi rst-rate week of  sheepshead, 
trout and redfi sh. For all you shark fi sher-
man, that bite is turning on with some bull 

sharks being caught along Indian Pass; but-
terfl ied bonita are a great bait to start with 
as well as cut mullet. 

The catfi sh are obliging freshwater fi sher-
men on Lake Wimico using stink bait, as well 
as cut bait. Crappie are still caught as well. 
Shellcracker are starting to be caught on 
the Dead Lakes. Stop by and see our knowl-
edgeable staff  for advice or help picking out 
tackle; we have a vast assortment of  offshore, 
inshore as well as freshwater. We also carry 
live bait and frozen. Until next week, tight 
lines and don't forget to wear those lifejackets 
and keep those lanyards hooked up.

Forgotten Coast Fishing Report
Special to the Times and Star

WEEKLY ALMANACWEEKLY ALMANAC

APALACHICOLA
Day High Tide AM High Tide PM Low Tide AM

Day High Tide AM High Tide AM Low Tide PM

CARRABELLE

28 Thurs 7:27    1.2 5:29    1.6 12:42    -0.1 12:13    0.9

29 Fri 8:34    1.2 5:54    1.6 1:13    -0.3 12:41    1.0

30 Sat 10:07    1.2 6:24    1.6 1:51    -0.3 1:09    1.1

31 Sun 6:59    1.6 2:41    -0.3

1 Mon 7:44    1.5 3:54    -0.3

2 Tues 9:08    1.4 5:24    -0.3

3 Wed 3:11P    1.3 10:53    1.4 6:52    -0.3 6:42    1.2

4 Thurs 3:26    1.3 7:59    -0.3 8:02    1.0

28 Thurs 6:02    2.0 4:04    2.5 10:00    1.4 11:00    -0.4

29 Fri 7:09    1.9 4:29    2.6 10:28    1.5 11:38    -0.5

30 Sat 8:42    1.9 4:59    2.6 10:56    1.7

31 Sun 5:34    2.6 12:28    -0.5

1 Mon 6:19    2.4 1:41    -0.5

2 Tues 7:43    2.3 3:11    -0.5

3 Wed 1:46P    2.1 9:28    2.2 4:39    -0.5 4:29    1.9

4 Thurs 2:01P    2.1 11:10    2.3 5:46   -0.5 5:49    1.6

SPONSOR THE WEEKLY ALMANAC

CALL TODAY! (850) 851-0724

APALACHICOLA BAY, WEST PASS
High Tide AM

Day High Tide AM Low Tide AM

Day Low Tide AM

ST. JOSEPH BAY
High Tide PM

High Tide PM

28 Thurs 7:27    1.2 5:29    1.6 12:42    -0.1 12:13    0.9

29 Fri 8:34    1.2 5:54    1.6 1:13    -0.3 12:41    1.0

30 Sat 10:07    1.2 6:24    1.6 1:51    -0.3 1:09    1.1

31 Sun 6:59    1.6 2:41    -0.3

1 Mon 7:44    1.5 3:54    -0.3

2 Tues 9:08    1.4 5:24    -0.3

3 Wed 3:11P    1.3 10:53    1.4 6:52    -0.3 6:42    1.2

4 Thurs 3:26    1.3 7:59    -0.3 8:02    1.0

28 Thurs 11:16    1.4 10:56    0.1 8:53    0.0

29 Fri 11:47    1.5 1:08    0.0

30 Sat 12:32    1.6 1:43    -0.2

31 Sun 1:44    1.6 2:22    -0.3

1 Mon 3:14    1.7 3:11    -0.3

2 Tues 4:21    1.7 4:12    -0.3

3 Wed 5:42    1.6 5:12    -0.3

4 Thurs 7:09    1.5 6:07    -0.2

THE STAR

DATE HIGH LOW PRECIP

Thu, March 28 72° 47° 24%

Fri, March 29 70° 53° 2%

Sat, March 30 74° 58° 7% 

Sun, March 31 76° 61° 23% 

Mon, April 1 76° 61° 31% 

Tues, April 2 74° 58° 41%           

Wed, April 3 70° 55° 31%

Thu, April 4 71° 57° 24% 

THE TIMES

Low Tide AM

A view of the “studio” where the ospreys are hatching their 
chicks.  MARK HOSTETLER | CONTRIBUTED 

During the week of Feb. 23 through 29, Of-
fi cer Lipford was on patrol in Gulf  County 
targeting night hunters when he observed 
a vehicle displaying a light into an open 
fi eld in a manner capable of  disclosing the 
presence of  deer. He stopped the vehicle 
and found the driver and passenger were in 
possession of  a loaded pneumatic air rifl e. 
The appropriate action was taken.

While Offi cers Butts and Gerber were

checking hunters in the area, they en-
countered an individual hunting without a 
license. Offi cers discovered the subject was 
a convicted felon and found him in posses-
sion of  fi rearms, drugs and paraphernalia. 
The subject admitted to shooting a deer days 
prior with a fi rearm. The individual was 
arrested for the violations. 

While Gerber was on patrol conducting 
resource inspections, he found one subject 
to be in possession of  six undersized black 
drum. The appropriate law enforcement 
action was taken.

FWC REPORT




